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CHAP. I. 
Introduction — Edrbd — Dunstan — Odo. 



>iimnmf> 




LLUDING to many persons of our own 
times, who regret the dark ages with 
which the high-born spirit of chivalry has 
departed, — purely for the passing away of that spirit ; 
a spirit sometimes displayed in noble brilliancy ; but 
as frequently sidlied by barbarous cruelties, — ^it has 
been pertinently remarked by a contemporaneous 
writer, that " civilization is, after all, the great bless- 
ing of modem times." But when we reflect upon 
the tardy progress with which it has unfolded its 
train of wonders ; and the difficulties of its march, 
we must feel constrained to prize it the more for the 
blessings it has brought, as well as for the terrors it 
has swept away. 

When Britain's Alfred commenced the successful 
operations which cleared away the Scandinavian bar- 
baraties from his native soil, and laid the foundation 
of future greatness, he found the struggle arduous 
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and slow from the commencement of his career, 
until from Selwood's dark forests he issued with his 
faithfid subjects to the final overthrow of the Danes, 
who had pillaged and massacred old and young, 
almost unrestrained. 

It was in the last of his struggles with this 
marauding people that the greatness of the hero 
contrasted its brilliancy with the violence of the 
savage. When the furious Northmen were victors, 
indiscriminate slaughter marked the fearful paths 
they trode, whilst their fierce soldiery amused them- 
selves by tossing cliildren upon their spear-heads. 
When Alfred conquered he resorted to kindness, 
stipulating that those amongst the vanquished who 
embraced Christianity might dwell in the land, while 
those who declined it should be free to embark for 
Flanders. 

The Danish Prince, Guthrum, with thirty of his 
nobles, embraced the former alternative, and the King 
answered in person for the Prince at the font. 

The glories of Alfred are too well known, and too 
widely appreciated, to require a further notice here ; 
yet for the antecedents of the tale it was necessary to 
occupy attention thus far, because, although history 
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is somewhat obsoure as to one of Alfred's daughters, 
the Lady Elfleda, she must oome to the foreground, 
as his descendant, and, according to the probabilities 
of tradition, as the wife of Guthrum, whose issue is 
one of the principal characters in the historical inci- 
dents upon which this narrative is founded. 

The Danes entirely subdued, Alfred was now in 
the meridian of his glory, and like an enlightened 
monarch, determined upon a wise course. To eon* 
ciliate his former enemies who made submission and 
became christian subjects, upon the day he answered 
for Guthrum at the baptismal font, he made a royal 
feast to him and his nobles, where the Danish Prince 
had his first interview with the Lady Elfleda, of 
whom he became enamoured, and shortly afterwards, 
as it seems, led her to the hymeneal altar. 

To Al&ed in the year 90], succeeded his son 
Edward, sumamed the elder, and to him Athelstane, 
his son ; to him his brother Edmund ; and to Edmund 
his brother Edred, — ^by appointment — ^although 
Edmund had direct heirs living. 

This Edmund was grandson to Alfred, and conse- 
quently nephew to the lady Elfleda. 

Edred was a weak Prince, and submitted implicitly 
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to the directions of Dunstan, the Monk, — Abbot of 
G lastonbory — in Church and State. In fact, Dunstan 
ruled while the King reigned; the King occupied the 
throne, and Dunstan the treasury ; the King wore the 
crown, but Dunstan swayed the sceptre ; the King 
was but a cypher while Dunstan was every thing. 

For ten years Dunstan pulled the wires of the 
State with the covert intention of ultimately attaching 
Britain, as a province, to the Papal dominions. He 
was a bold aspiring man ; a zealous ecclesiastic, and 
a wily politician. Full of daring and energy, he 
planned and executed as his views led him to deter- 
mine; and having been entrusted with tlie state 
Treasury, he did not scruple to apply its resources to 
the advancement of his secret projects. 

Dunstan had a chief friend, although for a time a 
bar to his ambition ; this man was Odo, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, an office regarded as next in dignity 
to the King. Odo also being a zealot, was deeply 
imbued with the spirit of party, then animating 
the contending interests ; the principal of which was 
that evoked by Dunstan in pursuit of his ulterior 
views, regarding the annexation of the kingdom as a 
province to the Popedom. 
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Even in those days the Church had assumed high 
authority over the temporal affairs of mankind, which 
her ministers exercised rigidly, zealously watching 
for every opportunity of enlarging and perpetuating 
the dominions, since first the Saxon Heptarchy 
received Augustine as a missionary from Eome, 
until says the Historian, "England became as 
famous for its supertitions, as it was previously for 
its averseness to Christianity/' 

In the tenth year of Edred*s reign, upon a day in 
the year 955, a man of bold mien and firm tread, 
enwrapt in a monkish garb, was seen to enter the 
Archiepisoopal Palace of Canterbury, by a private 
door, opening into a saloon, through which lay the 
direct passage to the Archbishop's library. At that 
time the shelves of library's did not groan beneath 
the weight of paper and print, as do the learning- 
stored repositories of the nineteenth centuiy. The 
improved invention of type and press, in herculean 
efforts, did not then scatter literature over the sur- 
face of the earth as in our favoured day. No : a few 
manuscript tomes, upon parchment, or papyrus, in a 
foreign tongue; and perhaps a single copy of the 
Great Alfred's Saxon composition, were all that 
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adorned or enriched the literary sanctum of the 
haughty prelate. 

" All hail, my lord Archbishop ! " said the monk 
entering abruptly ; " but pray pardon this trespass 
upon your secluded piety ; for the King ! — the King, 
my Lord ; the King !" 

" What of the King, brother Abbot? 

" The King, your Grace ! the King is speechless. 

" How ; Dunstan, you jest ?" 

" S'death', I jest not my lord, — Edred is speech- 
less ; the King is at the point of death, just as my 
measures were upon the hinge— ^the hinge of opening 
to maturity, when the stakes I played for, were about 
to change hands, and these fair realms to be affianced 
for ever, as a pure virgin, to the states of the Church, 
and the patronage of Agapetus, our Sovereign Pon- 
tiff, at whose will a Prince Cardinal might rule in our 
interest." 



" The King is at the point of death ! and my mea- 
sures." — "Safe; why not, Dunstan?" 

" Safe, my lord ! aye, after another ten years' game ; 
but it shall, if necessary, be played over again ; — my 
resolution is, that Albion shall be a fief of the Holy 
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See; and that her ruler, — of royalty — by the sword 
-—or by my craft — shall be riled from thence. By 
Glastonbury's Abbey ; — by the see which Odo fills — 
so swears a monk ; it shall be so ! — Britain shall be a 
fief of Rome I "— 

" The King; yes, Edred must be dead." 

** But, supposing the King dead, Dunstan." 

" Suppose, Archbishop Odo ! " — 

" Who succeeds ? Not a governor from Eome ? " 

" Ha ! not yet." 

" Who then, Abbot ?" 

" Alfred's grandson." 

" Edmund's heir P " 

" Yes, the same." 

" But we lose time ; suppose the King yet lives — 
the lamp of life flickers as the faintina: flame — Tis 
yours, my Lord Archbishop, to shrive Edred. Then 
let us to the Palace forthwith ; — confession, too ! that 
is possible ! " — 

" In life I have had the royal ear ; in the parting 
hour be yours the secrets of the King. I advised 
hitherto; I direct to-day, and the courtiers shall 
obey. " 
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" Then tbe measures and the heir apparent, the 
descendants of the Great Alfred ; the son of Edmund ; 
these are to be managed ; adjusted for another end 
than that designed to meet the Princess eye." 

" And the marriage with Guthrum's daughter" — 

" Shall be prevented ; or set aside, if necessary, 
Abbot."— 

" True, the Canon La«r forbids the nuptial tie" — 

" But Edwy is a Prince ?" 

" Princes must learn to j^eld." 

" By Canterbury they must ! — that is if necessity 
requires us to trouble the waters." 

" We shall judge by-and-by, my Lord." 

Thus spoke Odo and Dunstan, ere they left the 
Library for the King's Palace, where Edred lay in 
extremis. The bishop and the monk as was cus- 
tomary, when in public, assumed the solemuity of 
silence ; the former proceeding with a churchman's 
pride ; the latter in his monkish attire, following at a 
respectful distance; still, perhaps unconsciously, 
walking with the bearing of a superior, more from 
the innate spirit of a stronger mind, than from any 
particular wish to appear so. 
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The fear of Danstan was upon the palace ; and 
the appearance of the Primate with the Abbot of 
Glastonbury in his train, commanded a ready opening 
amongst the guards that thronged the avenues to the 
royal residence. Military salutations greeted theiA 
on all sides ; and anxious and enquiring eyes were 
riyetted upon as much of the fayourite's countenance 
as his cowl suffered them to see, with the desire of 
teading there, from his doubts or fears, the true state 
of the King. The Archbishop and Abbot moyed on 
in silence, proceeding without obstruction to Edred's 
chamber, where Dunstan left the Primate to adminis- 
ter consolation to the Sovereign, while he retired to 
weigh the destiny of the kingdom. 




CHAP. II. 

The Lord High Chancellor — ^Thb Courier- 
Ed wy. 




DMUND, who succeeded Athelstan, was 
the second son, or, as in this age he would 
be called, the eldest son, of Edmund the 
elder, Athelstan being illegitimate. Edmund was as- 
sasinated, and left issue, two sons, Edwy and Edgar, 
both then too young to ascend the throne. He was 
succeeded by Edred, who, in the former chapter, was 
declared by Dunstan to be dying. 

Edwy, the now heir apparent, was in a few weeks 
to be the rightful Sovereign of England, and for this 
reason occupied an extraordinary degree of interest in 
the minds of the Abbot of Glastonbury and the 
Archbishop, both of whom seemed destined to be his 
plague. He resided in one of the late kingdoms 
of the Heptarchy, namely, Kent, where lay his 
father's private chateau and property. There he lived 
with his mother and brother, enjoying the rank of 
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prince ; occasionaUy leaving bis quiet retreat to take 
part in the affairs of the state, under the peculiar 
tutelage of the Abbot of Croyland, then High 
Chancellor of England, to whom his love of chivalry 
warmly attached him ; for the Abbot had played at 
soldiers, as a successful and renowned warrior in the 
Danish wars ; and, although a churchman, for the sake, 
most likely, of the revenues Croyland afforded, he 
was not one of Dunstan's school, either in views or 
friendship ; he was the brave, open-hearted soldier, — 
the warrior — ever ready to sympathize with the high 
and aspiring thoughts of the unblemished chivalry 
which enlarged the breasts of the youthful nobles of 
his country ; therefore an intimate friendship, and 
entire confidence, marked the intercourse subsisting 
between the warrior monk of Croyland, and the 
chivalrous princely youth, Edmund's heir, over whose 
rightful interests he determined to watch, being well 
aware of Dunstan's designs, of which he entirely dis- 
approved. He was a Briton, and as a Briton would 
not bend to a foreign yoke ; he contended the field 
with the Danish invader, when little of hope 
remained for fireedom, and he would no more pro- 
vincialize his country to the dominions of the triple 
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crown of a foreign potentate, tban he would secularize 
the revenned of the church. 

Kome might be Borne, in all its pomp and power, 
to the aspiring churchman; but Britain free was 
Britain independent ; and its independence was the 
cherished thing of the Chancellor's heart. 

He would often repeat to his young friend the 
noble sentiments bequeathed in Alfred's will — " it is 
just the English should remain free as their own 
thoughts." He would impress upon his mind the 
value of freedom, the germ of which first burst upon 
British soil from the seeds her immortal Alfred had 
sown ; and, while he pointed out to the Prince the 
blessings of Christianity, he taught him that human, 
nature was vain as it was frail ; and that men, imder 
the beautiful guise of religion, masked the depravities 
of their nature, while they secretly undermined the 
bulwarks of freedom. To shackle the mind he 
would say, was to enslave the body ; to enislave the 
subject was to subdue the kingdom, discard the 
lawful sovereigns, and prostrate the whole at the foot 
of an extcmalpower. It was, to carry the reasoning 
£Eurther, he observed, to secularize the Christian 
character of the Church, and to turn its premier 
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bishop into an absolute sovereign in its first stage, 
and into a capricious tyrant in its next. 

Absolute sovereignty, and despotic sway, he con- 
tended, were the parents of cruel tyranny, which 
crushed where it could not seduce, and annihilated 
where it could not enslave. 

And, thus, he often thought within himself, are the 
tendencies of Dunstan's deep designs, to which Odo 
lends himself, and to which Edred, the monarch, 
weakly yields, submitting the affairs of his kingdom, 
and the liberty of his people, to the guiding hands of an 
ambitious man ; a man the zealous tool and servant of 
Agapetus, who holds the universal See in trust, not 
for nature's line, but for the nominee of proud, 
imperious men, from whose conclave the future 
Pontiff must proceed to rule as they direct ; and to 
sway the people millions of Christendom, at the 
bidding of caprice, without mortal accountability. 

'' This cannot be the design of Christianity,'' he 
concluded ; " and, if I am right in my conjectures; it 
will become the worst foe to its universal diffusion. 
It may indeed be spread in its name, under a oun« 
ningly devised system, without possessing the innate 
power it should rightly exercise, while, in appearance, 
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to procure the spontaneous obedience its tnith pro- 
duces, a reign of terror will be universally establislied, 
to coerce the freedom of thought, and induce a blind 
acquiescence, the mere counterfeit of a genuine free 
obedience." 

In this mood the Chancellor was engaged, turning 
over some papers of state privacy, in order to mark 
the mind of Dunstan as it was observably traced 
upon them in a delicate due towards the furtherance 
of his designs. 

Those designs occupied his mind, and impregnated 
his thoughts ; thence imparting their shades, xmder 
his influence, to the documents emanating from the 
King, sufficiently decided to unfold the policy of the 
Abbot of Glastonbury to the equally acute Chancellor. 
The Chancellor followed the labyrinthine clue, in a 
spirit determined to subvert, as far as possible, the 
machinations of the man who would degrade his 
country, 

" I shall counteract this fresh attempt of Dunstan's 
aggression upon the civil rights of my office," he was 
about to exclaim with indignation, when the entrance 
of an attendant to announce t royal Courier, inter- 
rupted him. 
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'' Ho, there ! " said the Chancellor. 

"A Courier, my Lord High Chancellor." 

" Whence came he, Bertholdo ? " 

** From the Eoyal Palace, my Lord." 

" Good — ^let him advance." 

"Tour errand, sir?" 

'' Dispatches for the Lord High Chancellor." 

"Erom whom?" 

" The King's Chamberlain, my Lord." 

" All well, Sir Courier." 

" I bow, my Lord, and await your pleasure." 

The Chancellor hastily broke the seals of the 
packet delivered by the Courier, and first learned 
the dangerous illness of the King from it, which 
created, for many reasons, some degree of alarm, in 
his breast for the affairs of the state ; and for the 
prospects of the Prince, to whose cause he felt 
solely devoted in case of the King's demise. He 
then replied to the Chamberlain's communication, 
expressing his intention of proceeding immediately to 
the Palace to afford his services and advice in the 
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emergency, as boiind by the duties attaclied to- his 
high ofSLce> 

Having enlarged- the Courier with the return dis- 
patches, the Chancellor wrote another to the Prince, 
requesting his instantaneous presence, although he 
was aware Edwy was about to proceed to Somer- 
setshire, upon the borders of whose marshes, at 
Selwood Forest, his betrothed Elgiva was in her 
paternal home, under the care of her mother, the 
Lady Elfleda, the daughter of Alfred, and wife of 
Guthrum, the deceased Danish Prince, to whose only 
child he was to be shortly united. 

The Chancellor knew how painful it would be to 
Edwy to postpone the celebration of his nuptials, 
even for a day ; but he was also aware of the entire 
necessity for his presence at that important juncture ; 
for, if the King died in Edwy's absence, Dunstan and 
his adherents might proclaim a more tractable suc- 
cessor than Edwy was likely to prove, and embroil 
the country in civil war ; or, perhaps, cut off Edwy's 
rights by violence. He was perfectly aware that Odo 
and Dunstan were averse to the union, because 
Elgiva,. possessing largely the spirit and talents of jifJi 
illustrious* grandfather, would be a serious obstacle 
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in tlieir future attempts to push their measures to 
consummation ; and that Elgiva's mother, trained in 
sound principles by Alfred, would urge upon the 
Prince, the enlargement of the freedom and improve- 
ments, for which he had laid the foundation ; — that 
would be equally inimical to the objects they devo- 
tedly pursued, and would be an additional incentive 
to urge on these men to more vigorous efforts, and 
so frustate Edwy in his accession to the crown. 

Thus the Chancellor rightly concluded and wisely 
resolved, feeling assured that the next day would find 
Edwy an inmate of his residence. 

He then left for the court, and was ushered into 
Edred's presence, where he encountered the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. Little beyond the court 
ceremonies, cold and formal upon the most moving 
occasions, passed between these august personages, 
exoept the customary etiquette of the times they 
lived in. 

All exterior was regret, and all internal, deceit, so 
far as Odo. was concerned ; but the brave spirit ol the 
patriot which animated his breast, led the Abbot of 
Croyland to sympathize sincerely with the w€ak- 
minded monarch, now enfeebled by the approach of 
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dissolution. The King had, however, rallied some- 
what, and immediate fears of death receded. 

The courtiers left the royal presence when the 
ceremonial of state observances had terminated : both 
to return to their residences, and both to watch care- 
fully for the period of the event expected. 

As the Chancellor had calculated, Edwy lost not a 
moment in repairing to the capital; he presented 
himself at an early hour on the day following the 
receipt of his friend's communication. 

The Chancellor immediately proceeded to give a 
private audience to the Prince, whom he greeted with 
frank cordiality, and from whom he accepted the 
most gratifying assurances of esteem. 

*' Thou hast well done, Prince Edwy, to repair to 
our councils." 

" Well, my lord ; yes, well done to consult the 
friend and sage.*' 

" How does the King, my lord?" 
" The King spent a quiet night. Prince." 
"And his advisers, my lord ? " 
" Not so quiet, I opine. Prince ;" — 
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" Nay, Dunstan never rests : his conscience ! " — 

" Pshaw ! *tis elastic, my Lord." 

" Aye, and ecclesiastic in the extreme. Prince 
Edwy. He perseveres with all the perversenesa of 
his nature, and with all the vigilance of determined 
intention, to accomplish the aggrandizement of the 
Holy See, at the expense of our country's inde- 
pendence ; but we shall overmatch his machinations." 

" Then my union with Elgiva ?" 

" Yes ! that must be accomplished.** 

'' And immediately, my Lord, lest the King's death 
should interfere. I have promised to ratify my 
engagement in two or three days from to-morrow." 

" Two days ; let me see. Prince, — ^yes, the King 
being no worse, depart to-morrow night, and awake 
not the suspicion of Dunstan's spies : leave unobserved 
and noiseless, lest the people should recognise thee, 
and rebel, ere Edred's spirit wings its flight from 
the fatal influence of the monk and bishop ! Then 
wed in peace, and may Alfred's mantle descend upon 
the husband of his grand-daughter. Meantime, 
Croyland's Abbot shaU keep watch and ward for his 
future sovereign. 
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The Prince and the High ChanoeUor now under- 
stood each other, and agreed upon their moves and 
counter-moves, with as much distinctness, as the men 
upon the chequered board of the State game would 
permit; and, with a degree of satisfaction arising 
from their arrangements, were left free to enjoy 
domestic society throughout the remaining part of the 
day ; occasionally, however, paying attention to the 
critical changes each moment seemed to bring. 




CHAP. III. 
The Departure — Selwood — The Bridal. 



?^ HE brave are vigilant in design, and 
^ vigorous in action ; ever impatient for suc- 
cess, and the projects which occupy their 
attention are their peculiar care, until the results 
appear. 

Edwy counted the moments, between him and 
his departure, with anxiety, being filled with fond 
solicitude for the happiness of her who possessed 
his affections, and who he was resolved should share 
his bright prospects as fondly as she did his es- 
teem, when, under less attractive appearances, she 
admitted him to her confidence. The dark forest 
of Selwood, where he enjoyed the exciting interests 
of the chase, with his youthful friends, through 
many a tiring day, would frequently appear to his 
mind's eye, which as often wandered from thence to 
the massive feudal castle, deeply embayed in its 
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wooded bosom, wherein dwelt his beloved one ; no 
doubt as fondly expecting the moment of his arrival, 
as it was eagerly wished for by him. 

He lonofed to communicate to her and to the 
Lady Elfleda, for whom he felt profound respect, 
the hopes and fears which beset his paths ; the 
difficulties he had to contend with ; and, above 
all, the machinations of Dunstan and Odo, and 
their unqualified disapproval of the alliance. A 
foreboding of future ills sometimes overcast his 
spirits, when he reflected upon the powers those 
men wielded, and the rancorous hate he could trace 
upon their sinister policy. Yet, he thought, with 
the good sense of the nation, and the counsel of 
his faithful friend, the Chancellor, together with 
the upright course he meant to pursue, that their 
resistance must sink into insignificancy, and even- 
tually disappear. 

At length the time appointed for his departure 
arrived. It was midnight, in the season when the 
sear and yellow leaves tremble upon the boughs ; 
and, for the prudential motives assigned by the 
Chancellor, he proceeded upon his way with a 
small retinue, the rest of his train having pre- 
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viously pursued auother route for the same des- 
tination. Two steel-clad men were all he detained ; 
and, having disguised their plumes and his royal 
crest, he set forth, turning his horses' heads to 
the Eoman road which intersected Salisbury plains, 
and the principal part of the country throughout 
the journey. 

In Sel wood's baronial halls the wassail bowl went 
round, to testify the joy of the retainers, and the 
noble guests of the Lady Elfleda, at the near ap- 
proach of the union of the young and beautiful 
heiress of Guthrum's ])Ossessions, with the heir 
apparent of the British crown. Her virtues and 
charming qualities, as well as her beauty, and descent 
from Alfred, rendered her the delight of her people ; 
the admired of her guests ; and the dearest treasure 
of the Lady Elfleda. 

" Elgiva, my love," said her mother, while they 
sat at their embroidery, " as the day which should be 
joyous draws nigh, I feel an unaccountable dread pass 
over my mind ; perhaps it is because we may be 
separated in so short a time." 

"Dearest mother; with all the prospects of my 
future position, full of hope's brightest anticipations, 
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I feel ihe step one of the greatest importance, and 
that oppresses me ; but to be separated from thee, 
dearest of my heart, since it learnt to beat, cannot, will 
not, may not be. No, no, Edwy will never desire it ; 
Bdwy loves Elgiva's mother as he loves her. Never, 
never, can it be, my mother ! " The affectionate girl 
fell weeping on her mother's neck. 

" Elgi', dear, what you aver of Edwy is true." 
" True as himself, mother." — 
"Would he were come, Elgi'," 
" Oh ! that he were."— 



" Then our mourning mood would flee, Elgi." 

"And thou, dearest pai-ent, regain thy peace." 

** To-day, Edwy promised to be at Selwood." — 

" And to-morrow, Elgi' ? " 

"I shall be his bride." 

" The bride of Edwy may be proud ; proud of the 
conquest, my child ; and Edwy may feel pride in the 
possession of Guthrum's daughter." 

" True, Lady Elfleda, Guthrum, my father, was a 
brave warrior Prince ; but Alfred, my mother's sire, 
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was great. He was a Briton, — and Alfred's daughter 
taught Elgi?a to loye his country." 

"Elgiva will teach its future King to reign in 
greatness?" 

" I tremble, mother." — 

" Why, my child ? " 

" To teach a prince to rule, mother, midst contend- 
ing parties, requires more power, more judgment, 
more grace, than a weak woman possesses — then a 
sovereign finds other advisers." 

"Elgiva will counsel Edwy?" 

" With all the fondness of her heart." — 

And Edwy will hearken to her counsel? 

But Dunstan, and the Bishop, mother? 

AJas, dearest, they are fearful foes ! They 
would rule, while the opprobrium of their measures 
fell upon the King." 

**Hush! a bugle!" 

" There ! * tis Edwy's summons to the warder." — 

"Again, Elgiva!"— 

*" Tis a chieftain's call I — * tis my Edwy's 
horn ! "— 
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The tramp of horses now resounded in the conrt 
yard; an hundred gallant men reined up their 
steeds in sweeping circle round their Prince; for 
he had entered the grounds, as the major part 
of his train advanced through the forest, and they 
now pressed forward to salute their chief. 

The Lady Elfleda arose, and taking Elgiva's 
arm, said, come, my love, let us meet our kins- 
man, thy betrothed. They proceeded to the great 
hall, where they found Edwy and his gallant train, 
surrounded by old acquaintances and favourites, 
anxious to bestow their marked regards upon their 
future lord, for whom they entertained the most 
devoted affection. Encased in armour, the Prince 
and his people stood renewing their friendships, 
when an attendant apprized them of the approach 
of the ladies. The knights immediately drew up 
in double line to receive them. Edwy stood in 
the centre, hastily unclasping his casque in an- 
ticipation of his kinswoman's salute. The ladies 
moved forward with courtly grace, and Edwy ad- 
vanced, placing his glittering helm on the tessellated 
pavement, then bent on one knee, in the attitude 
of princely homage to the softer sex. 
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•* Greeting, noble relatives." — 

**We gratefully respond, Prince Edwy." 

** Arise, prithee ! arise, cousin." — 

The Prince obeyed. 

** Welcome, Edwy ; thrice welcome ; and you. 
Sir knights, to Selwood, welcome ; a thousand 
times, welcome." 

Then Selwood's halls rang with a blithe British 
cheer, such as erst and since shook many a battle 
field, and music mingled its notes with the merry 
peaLs. 

Edwy led the lady Elfleda, and his kinsman. 
Sir Hugh of Mercia, the lady Elgiva, to the grand 
bauquet hall ; followed, in precedence order, by the 
nobles and knights escorting the fair dames in 
attendance, to whom *' courtly things they said, 
and knightly speeches made." 

Benewed assurances of friendly welcome, and 
marks of princely hospitality, were given to the 
brilliant assembly, and gratulations exchanged upon 
the happy occasion, which congregated so much 
that was lovely and brave, upon that auspicious 
day, to do honour to the illustrious young per- 
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sonages, now looked upon, as tlie future possessors, 
in near prospective, of their country's sovereignty. 

Oddune, Earl of Devon, arose, and upon the 
part of the Lady Elfleda, being her next of kin, 
made the reception oration. Sir Hugh of Mercia, 
Edwy*s kinsman, replied in acceptance; and the 
aged Asser, Alfred's biographer and bard, impro- 
vised, and celebrated the happy meeting with poetry 
and harp. 

Thus the evening was spent, feasting and merry- 
making, as in the days of men renowned for valour, 
love, and wine, until that ancient timepiece, ' the 
cock,' told the day star was in the ascendant. 

Long before that time, Edwy retired to hold 
an interview, first, mth the Lady Elfieda and 
Elgiva, to whom he unfolded all that interested 
their welfare; and then, with Elgiva alone, to 
repeat his love's devotion. 

The next day, the sun shone out with un- 
wonted brilliancy for autumn's pale weather, and 
tinged the forest trees with its gayest hues, as 
if to deck them in gorgeous array for the bridal 
of youth. The hoary lords of the forest oaks, and 
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their gigantic compeers of other castes, rejoiced in 
the gentle breeze ; while the clangor of bugle horn, 
clarion and pipes, swelled upon its wings, to emu- 
late the measured motions of their topmost boughs. 
The cloistered aisles of the abbey partook of the 
diffusive joy, being hung with splendid decorations, 
and the hard won trophies of Prince Guthrum's 
conquest fields. The united arms, in quaint device, 
beneath broad shields and banner folds, indicated 
the union of illustrious houses. A pursuivant at 
arms, clad in dazzling panoply, recited the ances- 
tral dignities of the noble pair, to the assembled 
vassals who thronged the building, anxiously await- 
ing the bridal. 

Before the altar, stood the Abbot of Selwood, 
the Lady Elfleda's chaplain ; and to the right, 
pensively leaning on Alfred's harp, was the aged 
Asser — ^both heir-looms of the princely race; 
silently they mused, as if by supernatural powers 
they read of troublous things in the sealed volume 
of futurity. A tear stole down old Asser's cheek ; 
Us blanched locks drooped over his venerable 
frame : — ^perhaps, he communed with the mighty 
dead; or, as a seer, bent him over issues bound 
until the hand of time undid the fatal knot. 
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** They come ! " " Thev come ! " — ^loud shouts 
arose — " Long live our Lady Elgiva ! Long live 
her Edwy ! " 

The assembled vassals now mingled with the 
courtly throng, which approached in pompous ca- 
valcade. The gallant bearing of the armour-clad 
knights and nobles, and the tissues of gold that 
adorned the ladies* splendid habiliments, formed a 
brilliant panoply of magnificence, such as never 
before entered Selwood's abbey. 

The enthusiasm of the vassals knew no bounds ; 
they straightway bore their youthful charge to the 
altar, where they placed them in front of the 
priest, then retired some paces to permit the ad- 
vance of the Lady Elfleda, and the bridesmaids. 
The cortege arranged in semi-circle, the congre- 
gation was hushed to silence, and the abbot with 
profound solemnity proceeded with the ceremony, 
which no sooner terminated, than renewed shouts 
filled the abbey, and rent the air without. 

"Long live. Prince Edwy, and the Princess 
Elgiva !'* resounded from every tongue — " Long 
live the noble line ! — Long live the Lady El- 
fleda !" "Long live England's monarch, King Edwy !" 
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replied the Chancellor, who now entered the ab- 
bey, with his attendants, having hastened to an- 
nounce the death of Edred, and to proclaim the 
King. 

The former cheering was but as the singing of the 
breeze before the storm, in comparison to the tumul- 
tuous shouts which then burst forth, and continued 
long after the bridal route had returned to Selwood. 

The Chancellor joined the King, and his friends, to 
counsel the former, and take measures for his imme- 
diate return to the capital, where he had already 
proclaimed him. 




CHAP. IV. 
The Departure — ^The Capital — Odo — 

DUNSTAN. 




NGLAND'S Monarch is never dead; for 
the moment the parting life issues from 
its tenement of clay, the next heir is 
King ; and so Edwy was Britain's sovereign ere he 
knew, and the beautiful Elgiva had wedded a King ; 
but he was more than King to her — ^he was her Edwy 
— her heart's Edwy— for a long time past, and now 
her Edwy, she felt assured, for a long time to come. 

Happiness awaited them in Selwood, although the 
days of its sojourn were to be of short duration. 
These were passed truly joyous by the young people 
and their friends ; each day cemented a closer union 
in each other s society, uninterrupted, save by the oc- 
casional hours spent in converse with the Chancellor, 
and the men of the royal councils, who were selected 
from the circle which then surrounded the Eang. 
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At one of those couuciJs it was determined, that the 
King and his consort should immediately repair to 
the capital, with their court, to enter upon the 
duties and prerogatives attached to the sovereignty 
at once, and to make the necessary changes in 
the Boyal household ; with such other dispositions 
of affairs as became requisite. Also, to make 
arrangements for the coronation, which it was 
deemed indispensable to accomplish within as 
short a period as possible, in order to strengthen 
the Sing's friends, and defeat Dunstan's treachery. 

"Then, Dunstan is determined?" 

"Determined, as ever, your Majesty; but soft, 
and crafty." 

"And Odo, Chancellor? 

"The Abbot's shadow, sire"— 

" My crest I — I'll dip the clergy's wings ! How 
say you. Sir Hugh? 

" Ignore the Church, sire; forbid the meddling." 

" ' Twere right, kinsman ; — What counsels 
Devon's Earl? 

"Forbid the meddling, and the quarrel ceases, 



sire. 
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"True, Oddune! If to forbid, were to bind; 
but, to bind those zealots with a King's oom- 
mandy is to 'add fury to their zeal, and impel 
them to greater mischief: to bar the churchman's 
hands, when extended towards our temporalities, 
is to evoke the storm^ and to raise the whirl- 
wind." 

"Yet, sire J it must be done, eke" — 

"Else, what, friend Chancellor?" 

"Else, the Church, will ignore the King." — 

*'What then?" 

"England's crown is prostrate^ and these fair 
realms a petty province under a foreign yoke; 
under priesUy sway, and its fell ambition. That 
is Dunstan's darling scheme; that is Odo's aim; 
for which the monk and bishop would forfeit our 
independence — would enslave our people, sire." 

" You speak not as a churchman, abbot ?" 
" I speak as the Ejng's High Chancellor, sire " — 
" You speak as a man, and a friend ; as Prince 
Edwy's friend." 

"As my sovereign's servant, sire. — And I counsel 
him to diligence in his departure. Abready are 
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his foes in league ; already are their plots begun ; 
already have they resolved to mar his kingdom 
with strife, and his happiness with domestio dis- 
appointment: therefore I entreat the King to move 
vigorously and cautiously ; to grapple fearlessly 
with the evil, and to crush their incipient designs, 
ere maturity render them formidable/' 

" * Tis wise counsel. Chancellor ; with thine, 
and our friends' aid, we shall succeed; and, in 
time, Croyland's abbot shall be England's Primate." 

The council separated; the King to seek his 
Elgiva and the Lady Elfleda, to communicate his 
intention of removing the Court to the capital on 
the ensuing day: the members of the council to 
give orders for preparation, to collect the King's 
knights, and the armed vassals of Selwood, for 
the Boyal escort. 

''Hast come, my Edwy?*' said Elgiva, rising to 
meet the King, as he entered her apartment 

" You are depressed in spirit, Edwy ?" 

" Somewhat, Edwy's life." 

"What means it, EdwyT 

" Not more than we can cope with, dear mother. 
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It is but the announcement of our departure from 
pleasant Selwood, by times to-morrow." 

"Ah! Edwy!" 

"Dost grieve, Elgiva?" 

" Yes, Edwy ; for my childhood's home ; for the 
scenes of our earliest and continued attachment ; 
but, then, we are called to a more useful sphere, 
and it is our duty to proceed cheerfully. In my 
Edwy*s presence, and my mother's love, I shall be 
happy; T shall try to make both so." 

"Then, we leave to-morrow, Edwy?" 

" It is imperative. Lady Elfleda." 

" I shall prepare.'* — 

Edwy and Elgiva were now left alone to cheer 
each other. Indeed, were it not for the prophetic 
warning of the Chancellor, which damped Edwy's 
spirits, both would be joyous. 

Early upon the ensuing day, the Court, attended 
by an imposing array of armed vassals, debouched 
from Selwood's forest, from whence, since Alfred's 
descent upon the Danes, such a band had not 
issued. The knights and retainers were in high 
spirits ; none, but the Boyal party, and the council. 
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saw reason for gloomy anticipations. Even they 
did not suffer fear to displace their cheerfulness, 
because their cause was just, and their people 
generous. They felt indignation at the designs of 
Dunstan and Odo, but had little reason to anti- 
cipate their success; they knew a brave people 
would not be easily led to acquiesce in them. 

In the capital, all was excitement since the death 
of Edred; and the people freely discussed Edwy's 
succession, and the principles which Dunstan and 
Odo, had already begun to unfold for the purpose 
of creating a division, and gathering adherents. The 
right-minded were Edwy's supporters; the turbulent 
sided with the Churchmen. Anarchy and violent 
commotions, are always hailed with deb'ght by the 
adventurous spirits, who regard changes as chances 
for advancement. 

Under this aspect of affairs the King and the Court 
arrived in London about noon, and passied on to 
the Eoyal palace, midst an immense concourse of 
his subjects, which hailed him joyfully, and seemed 
much struck with the matchless beauty of his lovely 
consort. Edwy and Elgiva courteously acknow- 
ledged the salutations of the people. " Long live 
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the King ! " filled the air with loyal acclamations 
for some time after the cortege entered the palace. 

In two hours the Lord High Chancellor had 
the King again proclaimed throughout the capital 
and suburbs. Odo, archbishop of Canterbury, with 
Dunstan, keeper of the Treasury, were then sum- 
moned to the council board, to meet the King; 
for it had been decided that the time for the 
coronation should be fixed immediately. 

The King, Chancellor, Sir Hugh, and Earl 
Devon, with the officers of state, had already 
occupied the council chamber, where Odo, and 
Dunstan tardily appeared. 

**Why lingered thou. Archbishop?" 

*' Infirmities press, sire. — I welcome the King, 
and make my loyal obeisance; craving all immn* 
nity for the Church, and wishing prosperity to 
the State. 

'' Immunities to the Church, mthin her bounds, 
shall be freely conceded, my lord ; — ^the King wills 
it-^and the prosperity of the State shall be ^if 
peculiar care." 

"Ho! Glastonbury's abbot!"— 
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"Makes submiBsioii to the King, and sues for 
favour." 

" ' Tis well, Dunstan.— "Wliat of the Eoyal 
treasure ?" 

" The Boyal treasury, sire, is low ; but the 
revenues of the Crown increase. It has been 
Dunstan's chief care to husband the resources of 
the country, under your Migesty's Boyal prede- 
cessor, and they prosper." 

"Good! we shall see our balance, abbot." 

"Now, prithee, sire?" 

" No : other business, to-day ; my councillors 
advise our coronation without delay." 

The Lord High Chancellor, then rose to pro- 
pose the coronation of the King with all dispatch. 
Odo and Dunstan demurred upon account of the 
deceased Sovereign's interment, which was post- 
poned by order of the Church, that his remains 
might lie in state. This was to gain time; but 
the council overruled, directing the funeral obse- 
quies for the third day, and the coronation in 
one month after. 
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For a time, the bishop and abbot were diBcon- 
certed, and their measures brought to a stand; 
inasmuch as that they felt constrained to await 
replies to secret communications, transmitted to 
the conclave at £ome^ under whose guidance they 
acted. 

In the meantime they revised and perfected 
their plans, holding them in readiness for execution. 

Dunstan and the archbishop agreed to observe 
as much deference to the King, as should allay 
suspicion, and, if possible, throw the Chancellor 
off his guard. 

Once more Dunstan in his monkish garb sought 
Odo's library, where he found him perusing the 
Canon Law. 

** How speaks the Church on this question, 
your grace? 

"Distinctly; but there is a hitch, Dunstan." 

"No hitch shaU avail." 

" The clause, saith " second cousins, onhf, may 
not be married; our friends are of nearer kin, 
abbot ? 
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^' Pshaw ! — Edwy and the Lady Elfleda are first 
cousins truly ; hence, Edwy and Elgiva are not 
exactly second cousins ; but it is on the margin, and, 
of course, in the leaf ; therefore we will assume it, 
and strain the canon law, my Lord Archbishop." 

"Assuredly, the Church only can interpret; we 
shall be safe in so doing, Abbot ; besides it is for the 
Church's interest." — 

"Well, then, the Coronation, your grace?" 
" Must take place, Dunstan." 

**We may find means in this, my lord, to es- 
trange the Nobles, and weaken the Royal party. 
We feign our will, and, trust me, I shall seize 
some golden moment, full of opportunity, to mar 
their happiness, and overthrow our enemies." 

Odo and the Abbot understood each other per- 
fectly, although, as was their wont, they expressed 
themselves in dark sentences. Dark, and myste- 
rious were their moves, therefore, dark sentences 
conveyed as much as each found necessary to 
communicate in words. It would almost appear, 
as if some other medium of intercommunion 
subsisted between them, so nicely adapted were 
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their separate advances, to tlie unity of purpose 
which existed. 

The King and Chancellor discussed the plots 
privately, being much better acquainted with them, 
than their enemies suspected. They experienced 
great difficulties in adopting preventitive measures, 
in consequence of the powers the prelate and 
monk exercised over the people and nobles during 
the last reign. Every effort to reform abuses in 
the State, and in the palace, only tended to 
produce discontent, until, at length the entire 
fraternity of the monks, who hovered every where 
in the Capital, espoused Dunstan's cause, and 
spread an uneasy feeling wherever they could; 
their influence over the bulk of the people was 
extensive, and their roused ire actively commu- 
nicated dissatisfaction. 

Thus, before the coronation, in a few days afler 
leaving the peaceful retreat of Selwood, Edwy and 
Elgiva found themselves surrounded with troubles, 
daily increasing; and soon learned to regret the 
short-lived happiness they eigoyed. The King 
became much depressed, from being continually 
harassed* and thwarted, and looked forward to the 
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coronation ceremony, as a prelude to openly ex- 
pressed discontent; through the cruel tyranny of 
the bishops and monks, who wielded such fearful 
influences within his dominions. 
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CHAP. V. 

The Coronation — ^Thb Feast op Nobles — 
Dunstan's Insolence. 




HEN dreaded events are looked for ; 
or happier things engage ; time never 
tarries with laggard steps : its evolu- 
tions seem, then, to increase in speed, or to 
hasten unwelcome issues. 

Thus it was with Edwy and Elgiva. Their 
mutual intercourse, happy, notwithstanding their 
bodings of ill, suffered them not to mark the 
course of time : their gloomier anticipations lent 
it still fleeter wings. 

Before wished for, the day for the coronation 
fete, with its bustle and interruptioDS, was on the 
eve of dawm'ng — the preparations were completed. 

With all their fears for the future, there still 
came a feeling of pride as it approached ; such a 
feeling as possesses the heart, when its loved ob- 
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ject is to be advanced in dignity, or to perfection. 
Elgiva felt this at the prospect of her Edwy's 
greatness ; and Edwy was proud in the thought, 
that his beloved one might share his honours, 
and be the richest brilliant in his crown. 

" My Edwy, this manly brow will soon wear 
the British diadem, and Elgiva will rejoice.'* 

Dearest Elgiva, I wish it were over.*' — 

Courage, Edwy; thy righteous cause must 
prevail.*' 

''Those monks are my plague. Would they 
were devoted to the purity Religion demands ; that 
they would cease to trouble Princes and their 
kingdoms, and teach them wisdom's pleasant ways, 
instead of the bitter lessons of tumult and strife.'* 

** Dunstan and Odo plot our ruin : we have 
offended them not ; then, why this rancorous 
hate ; why encompass our downfall ; why seek to 
injure the innocent? These are not the precepts 
they are commissioned to inculcate by Divine com* 
maud. They are the evil offspring of proud, 
haughty, designing men; full of ambition for the 
temporal glories of a universal sovereignty, they 
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have entirely forgotten the cause of Him who was 
meek and lowly ; whose followers and servants 
they yet profess themselves, while, in the Sacred 
Name, they promulgate everything inimical to the 
world's happiness, and subversive of the peace He 
proclaimed.*' 

"Ah! Edwy, how sad the picture!" 

'' And thou, gentle one^ art hated ; hated for 
thy very loveliness of person and spirit. Thou, 
whom their Monarch loves, they have dared to 
hate — ^Thou didst not injure?" 

" Never, Edwy ; never !" 

"The Lady Elfleda, too."— 

"Alas! my mother?" 

" Yes, Alfred's — Great Alfred's — daughter, they 
mortally detest ; for why ? his spirit of freedom 
is her's : he was her mentor, and they dread his 
teaching. They dread her just, her wise influence ; 
they fear her daughter s mind in action on Eng- 
land; for they have allotted it to foreign sway. 
Thus, we three are doomed ; thus, is England's 
freedom set ; and, thus, bondage awaits my peo- 
ple, if they curb not the foul pretensions to our 



EDWY AND ELGIYA. 47 

kingdom; if they reject not the mental chains 
the wily ones are forging to shackle the thoughts ; 
to bind the wills of those, of whom thy grandsire 
said, ' It is just the English should for ever re- 
main as free as their own thoughts.' 
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On the eve of the Coronation day^ such were 
the reflections which impassioned the Monarch's 
breast ; his indignation flashing from his eyes as 
he spoke to Elgiva, while his manly feelings 
almost prompted him to vengeance on the bold 
authors of his undeserved persecutions ; but the 
restless, uneasy spirit of the times was their secu- 
rity ; and they were well aware what facilities 
they possessed to foment revolt; or induce some 
hardy aspirant to come forward, with the power- 
ful odds of the Church in his favor, and stake 
his life against the Crown. They consequently set 
all temporal power at defiance, and unceasingly 
pursued their secret intentions to subvert the 
Throne, and enslave the nation. 

Edred's remains were committed to the vaults 
of his sires, shortly after his spirit passed away; 
and the arrangements for the formal enthronization 
of his successor were made. 
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A few days since, his successor moved gaily in 
the bridal cortege at Selwood ; to-morrow, he must 
observe the bearing of a Sling, and, in Majesty 
august, proceed amidst the assembled nobles, 
knights, and vassals of his kingdom, to receive, 
at the hands of his bitterest foe — Odo, arch- 
oishop of Canterbury — the diadem of the Eealm. 
But, alas ! with what different feelings ! with what 
changed hopes for happiness ! They were such 
as to embitter an otherwise joyous recognition — 
a foretaste of quickly succeeding ills, to troop in 
his domestic train. * * * ♦ « 

At high noon, the State trumpets poured forth 
shrill tones, to announce the procession of Majesty ; 
and a thousand richly caparisoned steeds bore 
high-bom chivalrous men, in dazzHng show of 
polished steel and burnished armour, to attend their 
Sovereign to the massive fane of coronation, where 
the Lord High Chancellor, and the great Officers 
of State, including the Archbishop and Dunstan, 
awaited his arrival. 

The thundering shouts of the multitudes, as 
they saluted their brave young ELing, and his 
beauteous bride, ever anon arose, as gathering 
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throngs increased tlie concourse, and apprized the 
occupants of the coronation chancel, that the 
Sovereign approached. 

The trumpets again sent forth their martial 
strains, and the Monarch, leading his Elgiva, ad- 
vanced to the encrimsoned throne, whereon he 
took his seat, with his consort on his left. The 
Chancellor once more proclaimed the King. Odo 
then placed the Crown upon his head, pouring 
through its centre the Chrisms of Anointing, and 
administered the usual affirmations. 

The ceremonial ended, the Boyal train retraced 
its steps in the same order, still receiving the 
greetings of the people, which cheered the princely 
pair, until, for a time, they forgot the bitterness 
entailed by Dunstan and Odo. They now grate- 
fully saluted the assemblage, proudly surveying it, 
and warmly acknowledged the devotion of their 
loyal homage. 

They entered the Eoyal abode, with the accla- 
mations of the people ringing in their ears, and 
the hearty cheers, pealiug from the serried ranks 
of Edwy's warriors. The King and Princess, with 
the Lady Elileda, reappeared on the balcony, to 
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renew their salntations with unaffected gratitude; 
then retired for a moment's privacy. 

" 'Tis a gladsome moment, Edwy :" — 

" Gladsome, while it lasts*' — 

" A proud one for my Edwy ?" 

"And for Elgiva?" 

" Yes, Edwy ; 'tis her joyous hour I 'tis her com- 
plete happiness!" 

" My people are frank and brave/* — 

"And their Monarch open-hearted? 

" Yes, dearest, enlarged by their noble devo- 
tion." * * * 

It was with such reciprocal congratulations, in 
the fervour of youthful spirits, that the King and 
his relatives passed a few hours in privacy, before 
the banqueting moment had arrived to separate 
them for a little time. 

The King, regally attired and attended, pro- 
ceeded to mingle with his nobles and warriors in 
the grand banqueting hall, where a truly impo- 
sing array of feudal chieftains, and officers of state, 
was assembled. The entrance of thn Monarch, 
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with his gaUaoit beani^, evoked a cheer which 
rung through the palace; — ^repeated as the Sove« 
reign acknowledged the homage. 

The Royal feast was spread, and the spirit of 
enjoyment pervaded the assembly ; yet, there 
were dark spirits at the festive board, brooding 
with fiendish design, to pour the gall drops into 
the cup of hospitality. With fair seeming, Odo 
and Dunstan sate at the King's table, while they 
watched for the expected moment, to spread 
discontent, when wine should have overbalanced 
the judgment of the nobles* and inflamed their 
passions. 

The preconcerted time was at hand ; the Church-* 
men anxiously looked for a signal they anticipated 
but too well. 

The JLiag, tired of the wine devoted scene, and 
wearied from the exertions of the day, arose and 
withdrew, with as little observation as possible, 
to seek the soothing quiet of his domestic hap* 
piness, in the pleasing society of his wife and her 
mother. This was the signal; the Bishop and 
Abbot exchanged looks, then uttered such speeches 
and remarks^ as elicited corresponding sentunents 
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from the wine-heated nobles, wkom they led to 
believe were slighted by the King's witkdrawal. 

The hot blood of chivalry, ever resentfiil of 
injuries, now excited by intoxication, clamoured 
loudly. In vain did the firm Chancellor spread 
the shield of his reasoning, and apologies over 
his Boyal friend and master; the discontent 
spread, and the King's enemies, beneath his roof, 
and at his table, fomented the fierce rage they 
excited. It was their darling object, and they 
adroitly pursued it, without appearing to have any 
intention beyond a jealous solicitude for the defe- 
rence the rules of hospitality demanded, and the 
courteous respect the Monarch was bound to ob- 
serve towards the Nobles. 

Dunstan proposed to remonstrate with the King, 
and accordingly left the hall for that purpose. 
Edwy's friends had endeavoured to prevent Dun- 
stan's self-proposed mission, using eveiy argument 
compatible with the delicacy of the position in 
which they stood towards him. They urged upon 
the Churchman, the impropriety involved in the 
step he had, as they supposed, rashly undertaken ; 
and requested of him to reconsider the subject; 
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which they believed must lead him to the conclu- 
sion, that, at that moment, it was inopportmie. 
But the Abbot had weighed the consequences, and 
was prepared to encounter them, under any circum- 
stances; for, upon the result of that movement, 
the success of his plans very much depended. 

It was not without an important object in view, 
that he, and Odo, had undertaken to sow the seeds 
of dissension between the King and Nobles ; it 
was not a mere breach^ between him and them, 
they looked for; — it was an ulterior aim they 
sought ; therefore, the golden opportunity, anxiously 
expected by the Prelate, and the Priest, was not 
to be sacrificed to the conventionalities of society. 
Society, its conventionalities, and deepest interests, 
must weigh as nothing in the presence of the 
Church's interest : Society itself, was looked upon 
but as a base to support the incubus of Papal 
power; then growing vigorously, beneath the aus- 
pices of the early Canon Law, to overspread 
civilization wherever it raised its head. It was the 
power and dominion of the papacy that was to 
be enlarged : it was the people of the universe 
that were to be enslaved ; it was the sway of an 
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intolerant Ckarch that was to be promoted ; there- 
fore, sacrifices were as nothing, when the victxms 
intervened between them and their ends ; or 
when stepping stones, to aid the idol in its ad- 
vances, were required. Away with every thing 
beside ; away with Kings and princes ; take hence 
their baubles of nobility; uptear the very roots 
of secular power : — Give way ! Give way to the 
Churchman's usurpations ! Plant the Crozier high 
above every Crown, and let Monarchies fall down 
and worship it. 

Such were the designs of the Boman court ; and 
for such purposes, its sworn emissaries w^e plot- 
ting and counterplotting in the kingdoms of the 
earth. Dunstan and Odo, were the chiefs of the 
Anglo-papal legions ; an army, by the way, at 
that time, of no mean numerical strength through- 
out the British territories. These, the chiefs were 
then skilfully moving, while, as enemies in the 
camp, themselves played their own dishonourable 
and wily parts. 

For the advancement of tMs bold undertaking, 
they now adroitly laid hold of a trivial circum- 
stance, and worked upon the passions of the feudal 
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chiefs of the kingdom, whom they succeeded in exci- 
ting, even to uproar; then cleveriy, as if to allay the 
storm, the insidious foe feigned a friendly inten- 
tion; and Dunstan proposed to remonstrate with 
the King. The half-intoxicated Nobles saw not 
the covert design ; they were led to believe them- 
selves slighted, and only saw in Dunstau's proposal, 
a means to elicit an apologetic deference from the 
King. The policy of Rome, ably carried out by 
her twin diplomatists of the Anglican section of 
her Church, was as dark to them, as were the 
things in futurity's womb. They saw not her 
curtain-men pulling the world's wires; her ambi- 
tion was not understood; and they simply calcu- 
lated the amount of the Churchman's interference, 
as a measure mediatory ; or, at most, as a mere 
siding of party against party in their own country ; 
and not as an integral part of the deep political 
system that was being pursued, to enfetter man- 
kind, and to reduce the nations to absolute de- 
pendencies of Rome. They did not reflect upon 
the subtle power wielded by those who claimed 
entire dominion over mind; they did not dare to 
question their authority; neither did they suspect 
their sincerity; hence, at their instance, they now 



56 



BDWY AND ELGIVA. 



clamoured loudly at the absence of the King from 
the banqueting hall, which, the stratagetic insin- 
uations of the conspirators, induced them to believe 
was an insult. 

His Majesty was quietly enjoying the privacy of 
his family circle ; congratulating them and himself, 
upon the termination of the ceremonial of the day, 
— when, a loud knocking at the door of the apart- 
ment, followed by the rude entrance of Dunstan, 
roused the King, and affrighted his ladies. 

" "Who dares to intrude upon my retirement ?" 
demanded the King-^ 

" The Abbot of Glastonbury, sire. — Dunstan" — 
haughtily replied the Churchman : — " I come to 
admonish Eoyalty, even in privacy. The Church 
has the right to rebuke, and thou well deservest 
her censure, and the nobles* displeasure. Even 
now, hast thou put a slight upon the Church, in 
the persons of her dignitaries ; and, upon the Eealm, 
in the persons of her nobles. England's Monarch 
has forgotten and slighted Church and State to 
toy with women." 

"Ho! Guards !" — said the furious King. "Begone, 
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Monk ! to thy beads and tapers ! cease to ofEend ; 
to embroil thy Sovereign!"—^ 

"My tapers, sirrah! — The tapers are Hghted! 
Already do their flames bum brightly; and the 
tellers of beads, — aye, the tellers of beads, can 
wrest a kii^dom from th^r foes t They can bind 
Princes; and Princes t>o obey." — 

" Begone ! I say, begone, fiend ! " 

" Call the guards, Monarch, do ;" — said Dunstan, 
ironically — "They will surely obey the King." — 

" Dunstan, flee my presence ! " — The King drew 
his sword— Dunstan folded his arms, drawing him- 
self up to fiill height, and assuming a haughty mien, 
awaited his approach with a contemptuous sneer. 
The King fiercely advanced. 

" Edwy ! dear, dear Edwy ! " 

'* Forbear, Elgiva! I shall punish the traitor!" 

"Edwy! Edwy!" 

" Cling not thus, Elgiva ! my sword shall rid 
me!" 

" No, no, Edwy ! Let us flee ! let us leave this 
place ! " — 

" Begone, wretch ! How darest thou ! " — 
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Dunstan seized the King in his powerful grasp, 
and forced him from the room, roughly pushing 
aside Elgiva, and the Lady Elfleda, both of whom 
had interposed, and condescended to entreat him to 
desist. 

The Palace was now in an uproar ; the attendants, 
hitherto engaged at the festive scene, came rushing 
to the King's assistance, entirely ignorant of what had 
passed ; or what was the cause of the disorder they 
beheld with the utmost consternation. Before they 
could comprehend its full meaning, Dunstan escaped 
from the Palace, else would he have perished, and 
died a traitor s death at the feet of the outraged 
sovereign. 




CHAP. VI. 



The Public Treasure— Dunstan — His Trial 

AND Banishment. 



T^ HE storm, which Dunstan's effiroutery 
^ and rebellious proceeding conjured up in 
{g^^ the Palace, overwhelmed the King and 
Elgira with astonishment at the bold act ; and they, 
like all others^ in that age of ecclesiastical tyranny 
and superstition, were overawed by the powers of 
the Church, and felt, that the safer and wiser course 
to pursue, as well as the most politic, was to pardon 
the personal mdignity offered by Dunstan, and to 
seek other cause for bringing him to the deserved 
punishment, many of his public acts had incurred. 
They accordingly resolved to await the morrow, and 
submit their case to the Chancellor, Sir Hugh of 
Mercia, and the Earl Devon, upon whom they could 
rely, as their personal friends, for counsel, such as 
they required. 
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Happiness had fled from the King, and the ladies ; 
for they were robbed of rest by the tyranny of a 
subject, who assumed the ambassadorship of that 
peace which the world cannot give or take away. 

The men who assumed peaceful functions, and the 
sacred office of spiritual guides, had conspired against 
their happiness, and had embittered the days, nay, 
the few hours, it might be said, which the youthful 
people had passed in each other's society. Without 
provocation, they declared themselves enemies ; with- 
out transgression, they determined to punish ; with- 
out a shade of right, or a colourable pretext to 
assume it, they seized upon the prerogatives of the 
ruler, and proceeded to subject him and his bride, to 
the rigorous decrees of tyranny. Tyranny, grow- 
ing out of usurpation, and extending its fearful 
dominion, wherever dominion could be raised, was 
exercised against the royal pair, by an irrespon- 
sible junta of two individuals under foreign domi- 
nation. Their kingdom ; their personal rights; 
their peace and happiness, was actually threatened 
by a foreign power; using the subjects of that 
kingdom, as the instruments of such atrocities, as 
it never, hitherto, appeared had been attempted, at 
least, in Britain. 
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The history of more barbarous ages than the 
tenth century, does not produce a parallel : no, it 
remained for* 'the wolves in sheep's clothing,'' to 
commit outrages upon the more refined individuals 
of civilized life, such, as it does not appear, ever 
stained the annals of the Goth and Vandal nations, 
celebrated for cruelties as they were. 

The votaries of distorted Christianity, — the minions 
of apostate Rome — under the fair guise of the most 
beautiful garb that was ever worn by man, — the 
sanctity of holiness — ^perpetrated cruelties upon un- 
offending innocence, which should make manhood 
blush: or put to shame the most stolid savage that 
ever trod the desert wilds. This was the grievance 
inflicted upon innocency; it was the charge which 
Britain's King, and his consort, had to make be- 
fore their kingdom, against Odo, archbishop of 
Canterbury, and Dunstan, the Glastonbury monk. 

Next day, the High Chancellor, Sir Hugh, and 
the Earl, were hastily summoned : until then, they 
knew nothing of Dunstan's outrageous conduct, 
which filled them with surprise and exasperation. 
The recital of the indignity put upon their Eoyal 
relatives, made Sir Hugh, and Oddune, jump to 
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their feet, and with clenched teeth, and hands upon 
their swords, they demanded satisfaction ; that the 
traitor shonld be forthwith arrested, tried, and exe- 
cuted for high treason : but the Chancellor, although 
highly incensed and indignant, sensible that such 
a course would be attended with the utmost dan- 
ger, advised that the King, should for the present, 
overlook the insult; and that Dunstan should be 
tried for embezzling the public money. 

The ladies, Elgiva and Elfleda, who were present 
at this interview, soothed the King's feelings, and 
seconded the advice of the High Chancellor, which, 
from the nature of the charge, and the certainty 
of its establishment, would be the quietest way to 
rid them of Dunstan. This was agreed to, and the 
train for his impeachment was laid. 

For two years, during the reign of the weak 
Edred, Dunstan had charge of the State treasury; 
this he conducted upon the same principles as he 
would the state itself : viz., that of irresponsibility. 
Irresponsibility to either Monarch, or people, was 
the principle upon which he acted ; assuming, that 
the claims of Eome to universal authority, without 
responsible obligation, was un faii accompli; and 
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that, baying acted under her guidance, and for her 
interests, he might claim exemption from the ordi- 
nary rules, which debar State servants from making 
a disposal - at - will arrangement of State property. 
Presuming upon a right to this exemption, he did 
not hesitate to dispose of the public funds, for 
the furtherance of his designs upon the independence 
of the kingdom ; or to more personal convenience, 
than could possibly be involved in it. 

For this offence, he was to be arraigned before 
the coimtry, at the bar of public justice ; an act 
as well deserved, as it was opportune for the Eling ; 
at whose hands he could claim no exemption from 
a just retribution. Dunstan was now to play the 
defendant before that tribunal, which his every act 
had, hitherto, ignored ; and, by a more independent 
course, than the previous Sovereign pursued, he 
was to be forced to submit to the Civil Laws 
of the Bealm, which he, and his brotherhood, had 
treated with contempt; alleging, that the Secular 
Laws of any State, could, in no wise, be applied 
to the Ministerial body of the Church. However, 
with more spirit than was usually evinced in those 
times; or, indeed, than was afterwards displayed 
by the same parties, it was now determined, that 
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lie must be broaght before the civil court of tbe 
country, snd made answerable for the misconduct 
of which he was known to be guilty. 

The archbishop, who was not endowed with so 
much recklessness of spirit, and personal courage 
as Dunstan, retired from the banqueting hall, as 
soon as the latter had proceeded to the King's 
apartments ; perhaps fearing, that his zealous vio- 
lence, would betray him into an attempt on the 
life of the Sovereign. 

Guilt is rarely brave, unless united to fanaticism ; 
both these were combined in Punstan, and he 
shrank not from the execution of his projects. 

While the King was in council with his friends ; 
Dunstan was in the bishop's library, recouitting 
his proceedings, which, as has been seen, com- 
menced in exciting speeches at the banquet, where- 
with he succeeded in sowing the seeds for future 
discontent. 

"It was a daring act, abbot?" 

"Daxing as it was desperate; but 1^ stakeiK 
my lord, are worthy of the game, we pby; and 
Dunstan is resolved — Dunstan has sworn ia your 
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presence —that England shall be govenxed from 
Borne ^ — shall be a fief of the Holy See.*' — 

"Prosper, my son, in your pious resolve; it is 
worthy of a higher kingdom : my aid shall be gladly 
given.'* 

**The Holy See outweighs a thousand Kings, — 
ten thousand kingdoms-— in my estimation; and, 
though I may offer but one kingdom at the sacred 
shrine, I shaU do it devoutly. King Edwy, ^th 
his hareem, may join in the wailing threnody; 
for his kingdom is rent, and his lovely bride 
devoted." 

"Thou art a true son of the Church, Abbot; 
thou dost not play her false, as does thy warrior 
brother of Croyland." 

" The Chancellor ! The Lord High Chancellor ! 
aye, he^ too will have the fear of Dunstan upon 
him, my lord ; for Dunstan shall outwit him.** 

" Sir Hugh of Mercia, and fair Earl Devon, 
shall have battle toil ere long, when Edwy's 
brother revolts.** 

"Has youthful Edgar, yielded?*' 

•*Tes, your grace; the boy longs for war.'* — 
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" He is but thirteen ! 



if 



" Yet, he pants for the strife ; and emulates 
the Crown." 

"But this assault upon the King, Dunstan ; 
how say you; guilty, or not guilty?" 

" Truly guilty, of rousing a Boyal Lion from his 
lair, and putting him forth — I bearded him in his 
den, and then retreated." 



"Dost thou not dread resentment? 
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** Besentment ! He will resent it ; but I dread 



not. 
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"How canst thou escape, Dunstan?" 

** The cauldron shall boil over at the onset, and 
the King in council scald his fingers; then, my 
friends array themselves for a fierce encounter, 
and my measures once more shall be triumphant ; 
for Edwy's throne, is feeble as other thrones, when 
the Church deposes. I am prepared for any fate: 
subject to the Popedom, I acknowledge no other 
sway: I but perform a duty, and if my fortune 
forsakes me, I yield to the destiny, feeling that I 
pursue the imiversal interests of Bome.'' 
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" DunstaD, oool, calculating, and cautious, else- 
where, did not hesitate to vaunt either his abilities, 
or his intentions, in the presence of the Bishop, 
whom he knew was too far committed to his 
policy to recede, even did he desire to do so. 
He had an army of his own prisrately at work; 
the monks swarmed all over the kingdom, and 
were entirely enlisted in his cause — ^the cause of 
the Church. 

The Churchman's calculations for once deceived 
him, they having been made, upon the chances of 
a prosecution for an assault upon the sacred per- 
son of the King, which he concluded he could 
foil, under the pretext of the Church's right of in- 
terference, and also, that he would find little difficulty 
in creating an opinion, that his act was in behoof 
of the King's interest, instead of a deliberate as- 
sault of indignity; and that, thus, he would escape, 
while he advanced his cause. 

Uis surprise was extreme, when a warrant of 
apprehension, under the great seal, and signature 
of the Lord High Chancellor, for defrauding the 
State, was exhibited to him, and executed by the 
proper officers, who conveyed him before that func- 
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tionary; whence he was placed in e^eoority, tuitil 
next day, to undergo a more summary trial than 
the laws of the present admit of. 

Being a State servant, he was arraigned before 
the High Chancellory and Council ; and accused by 
the sub-treasurer of having squandered the public 
funds, and applied them to uses not contemplated 
by the Laws of the Bealm, in, and during the 
reign of His Majesty's Boyal predecessor; and 
with having " diverted divers monies," with which 
he had been intrusted, from the interests of the 
State, to the direct and indirect establishment of 
certain alien powers within the fair realm of Eng* 
land, contrary to '* the tenour of the rightful laws 
of said realm*'* 

The proud monk refused to account. The char- 
ges were satisfactorily proved to the council, and 
the judgment of the King prayed in the matter; 
"for that he, ye said Dunstan, Abbot of Glas- 
tonbury, and Keeper of ye King's treasury, had 
been guiltye of ye said misdemeanour, sith he 
could in no way forfend ye charge." 

The High ChanoeUor, representing the King, 
proceeded to pass the sentence of degradation from 
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office, and banishment firom. the domunions, for life; 
first, potting the nsual questions to the deHnqaent. 

•* How sayest thon, Bunstan, late Abbot of Grlas- 
tonbuiy, and Keeper of the Bang's treasury, for 
this thy misdemeaning ; what hast thou to urge 
against the sentence of the Law — ^that thou shalt 
not be for ever stripped of thine offices and rere- 
nues, and banished from the King's reafan of 
England ?" 

" My Lord High Chancellor, I demur." — 

"Upon what plea?" 

" First, as to the truth of the charge : secondly, 
as to the King's retrospective power; and, thirdly, 
I demur to the exercise of secular authority over 
the Church." 

" With respect to your pleas, Dunstan, they are 
not admissible: first, because, that, upon trust- 
worthy testimony, you have been found guilty be- 
fore the proper tribunal ; secondly, because, although 
the King in whose reign you misdemeaned your- 
self, anent the public property entrusted to your 
charge, has deceased, the State, whose trustee the 
Monarch is, still exists ; and the deceased Monarch's 
rightful heir, and successor to the monarchy, in 



70 EDWY AND ELGIYA. 

trust for the State, and his heirs, demands the 
execution of the laws of the country upon the 
public defaulter, under the demised right of the 
Crown; and, thirdly, the plea of the Church, in 
bar of judgment, is inadmissible ; because that, not- 
withstanding the individual transgressing, is a sub- 
ject of the Church, he, nevertheless, is yet, virtually, 
a servant of the State; therefore, the nnion of the 
spiritual with the secular office, the individual 
having become amenable to the laws of the tem- 
poral kingdom, to all intents and purposes, and 
having transgressed the same cannot plead in bar 
of their execution, the immunity the Church Laws, 
as now constituted, might otherwise have afforded. 

It is not the wiU of the King, that other, and 
weightier charges, involving a greater amount 

■ 

of punishment, should be instituted; neither does 
he wish to visit you with a greater mark of dis- 
pleasure than banishment from his realm. It only 
remains for me to pronounce that sentence, which 
must for ever banish Dunstan, late Abbot of Glas- 
tonbury, and Keeper of the King's treasury, from 
His Msgesty's dominions, under pain of the penal- 
ties attached to high treason. — Sheriff, remove the 
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prisoner, and give him safe conduct beyond the 
precincts of the kingdom." 

For the present, the King had got rid of Duns- 
tan, whose deportation quickly followed his sentence, 
which, after all, to him, was but little punishment; 
inasmuch as that the kingdom of GaiU, and the 
Papal dominions, were open to him, in either of 
which, he was certain of a martyr's reception for 
the cause of the Church. There, too, he might 
still pursue his favourite schemes, in concert with 
Odo, and the numerous ecclesiastics in Britain. 

With the banishment of Dnnstan, peace did not 
accrue to the Eoyal household. Day after day, 
discovered some new trouble devised by Odo, who 
assumed high authority, and fearlessly denounced 
the sentence passed upon Dunstan, whom the peo- 
ple were taught to look upon as a person of superior 
sanctity, deserving of their sympathies; and, as a 
consequence, that the King and his councillors 
deserved their reprobation for the act which exiled 
him. 

This circumstance was pressed into the service 
of Edwy's enemies, and turned to the best advan- 
tage by the wily bishop, and his adherents, by 
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bringiiig it to bear upon the saperstition of the 
age. Thus, a new force to direct its pressure 
against the King, was called into being, and care- 
fully wielded by the antagonistic party, as a pow- 
erful means to aid in accomplishing his ruin ; and 
with the still cherished intent of attaching the 
kingdom, in a state of dependency, to the Roman 
dominions. 




CHAP. VII. 



The Divorce. 




N the middle ages, when the benign 
influence of Christianity became dimmed 
by the secularizing backslidings of the 
Eoman christians ; and the sovereign pontiff essayed 
to grasp the sceptre of the universe, the Church 
wielded immense power over the States of the world ; 
perhaps in none, at that time, was the exercise of her 
influence so largely felt by the reigning powers as in 
England, then famed for the superstition of its inhabi- 
tants ; apparently a necessary consequence of the 
unenlightened state of the people ; for, although some 
years before Edwy's reign, Alfred had instituted wise 
laws, and endeavoured to disseminate knowledge, the 
people of Britain had not yet attained a position in 
its progress, sufficiently active to prove an antidote 
to the errors imposed upon their credulity by men. 
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irliose interest it was to deedve, in order tliat tliej 
might rirtually rule and direct the secular arm of the 
State. 

In this class were to be fonnd Tigorons, crafty, 
designing men ; as Odo, Bnnstan, and, in later times, 
Becket, with man? others of a similar stamp. 

The religions inclinations of the people, without the 
means of investigating the absurdities foisted upon 
them for sinister purposes, naturally led them into 
the reception of blind superstition, as a substitute for 
the pure tmths of Christianity, either misunderstood 
by their spiritual guides ; or wickedly withheld for 
selfish purposes. Even the nobles, and higher classes 
were illiterate, and paid but little attention to learning, 
the acquisitioa of which was difficult of attainment, 
and peculiarly irksome to men, who, from childhood, 
were accustomed to more exciting pursuits. War, 
and the chase, were the sciences they applied them- 
selves to, consigning the duller cares of state, and of 
religion to the clergy. These, having acquired the 
power of knowledge, turned it to bend and coerce the 
men whose right it was to rule, until they became 
possessed of a sway almot absolute ; and an authority 
not to be spumed with impunity. 



— .■» 



EDWY AND ELGIYA. 



75 



It was in such an age, and under such auspices, that 
King Edwy found himself embroiled in a fierce con- 
flict with the churchmen, who knew their power, and 
his weakness ; and who were proverbially intrusive, 
even in the domestic circles of the country. Full of ar- 
rogant assumption, they exercised a spell of supersti- 
tion over men's minds, which, whenever it suited their 
purposes, they extended, under the specious pretext 
of the authority of the church, to men's secular affairs. 

The storm now gathered fiercely over Edwy and 
Elgiva, whom their adherents began to desert, under 
the influences of the archbishop and monks; and the 
indignation of the Church, continually poured forth 
upon the Royal unoffending pair, till their peace and 
hopes of happiness were utterly destroyed. Plots 
were concocted^ and a formidable conspiracy organised, 
at the head of which Dunstan was to appear, when 
ripe for execution ; so that the King and his Eoyal 
consort were in continual alarm. 

The Chancellor was vigorous ; Sir Hugh, and Earl 
Devon, kept Edwy's troops in order and readiness to 
repress any rising ; but they lacked courage to expel 
Odo, and the monkish conspirators, as was their 
bounden duty, and the proper course to pursue. 
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DaQy ihm eneinies gailmed 8treiigt]i,aiiddailj the 
royal party became weakened, until Odo, confident of 
auccess, indulged his cruel resentment against the 
King and his beantifol Elgiva, neither of whom had 
given the least cause of offence to the Prelate; or 
ereu to Donstan, until after his wanton outrage upon 
the Sovereign's retirement, and Boyal person, 

Edwy was young, chivalrous, and brave; Elgiva 
was lovely in person and mind; the Lady Elfleda 
was unoffending, prudent, and condescending; all 
possessed qualities to captivate, and would assur- 
edly have won upon the nation, had not the evil 
designs of Dunstan and the Churchman, to attain a 
darling end, sacrificed their Sovereign and his Queen, 
to a blind zeal for aggrandizing the Papal power. 

The straits to which the king was reduced preyed 
upon his mind, and quite unfitted him for a vig- 
orous defence of his Crown; the rose fled from 
Elgiva's cheek, and the Lady Elfleda drooped and 
pined over her sinking child. 

'* Dearest Elgi, would our Edwy had never 
succeeded to the Crown; how happily we might 
have dwelt in the obscure retirement of peaceful 
Selwood i *' 
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" All ! mother, how joyfully would I exchange 
the dignities of Boyalty, for our ancient home and 
its sequestered woods ! How freely we might en- 
joy our precious peace, in the dear retreat my 
childhood loved ! How glad should I be if Edwy 
would abdicate, and retire to Selwood, and the 
protection of our true-hearted rustic vassals! 
Never, never, should I again consent to leave it! 
Never should we breathe the poisoned atmosphere 
of strife and contention ! Can it be, my mother, 
that we are yet to encounter more oppression; 
still to experience a larger measure of persecution 
from the Church? Can it be possible, that Odo 
will dare to put his threats of divorce into prac- 
tice, and force me from my Edwy?" 

**My child! my child! bad men will dare and 
do." 

"Will Edwy part with me for a Crown?" 

" Alas ! Elgi, we know not what force may be 
appUed ? "— 

"My Edwy, they will break his heart — " 

"As they have already rendered us miserable; 
but were Edwy even to abdicate, it would not 

-_ . 
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appease the hatred of these men. If they have de- 
tenBined to pronounce a divorce, thej will resort 
to force to execute it.'* 

"Then what becomes of Elgiva?" 

"Oh! that we could fly, my child!" 

"To our home, mother?" 

"Any where, dearest, to escape this cruelty." 

"What have we fallen from!" 

"Dearest Elgiva!" — said the King, entering 
the apartment — " "We are lost ! They have deter- 
mined." He clasped his lovely wife bathed in 
tears to his bosom — 

■ 

" Oh ! that I was not born to be a King ! 
Those inhuman monsters are going to strike at my 
life; the blow comes through thee, my Elgiva, — 
Oh ! that I could crush them, and their fiendish 
system together ! Ere this day's sun had set, I 
would exterminate them for ever! But I am 
nearly deserted and powerless; my friends have 
been untrue ; my enemies rancorous and tyrannical, 
and we are devoted to destruction in our innocency." 

" My Edwy ! My life ! Shall we be parted ?" 
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"Never, dearest! " 

*'Then let us fly this place."— 

" ' Twere useless ; their rancorous spirit cannot 
be conciliated. I shall resist while life remains I 
We may yet prevail, "j 

*'flave our people deserted, Edwy?" 

"They have been deceived." 

"Do they renounce their allegiance?" 

"They waver, Lady Elfleda; the nobles join 
the Church." 

" Then we are lost, Edwy ! And—" 

" Hush, dearest ; let not fears embitter ; our 
cause is just, and our people may awake to a sense 
of right. Our remaining followers will contest the 
field.' 
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" May they be victorious, Edwy I " 

After Dunstan's banishment, he proceeded to 
Eome, and there sought Edwys disgrace, and 
Elgiva's ruin. He found but little trouble, when 
his representations were made, to induce the Pope 
and conclave to second still more strongly than they 
had yet done, the views and prospects he enter- 
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tained. In pursuance of his malicious intentions 
towards the innocent Elgiva, be procured tlie issue 
of a Bull, requiring the incensed Archbishop of 
Canterbury, instantly to pronounce a divorce under 
the Canon Law. 

This was designed as the first openly struck 
blow at the King, as well as a cruel persecution 
against the gentle woman, whose only cause of 
offence amounted to no more than her extreme 
beauty and integrity, which they dreaded in its 
influence on him. It was also a means of gratify- 
ing their hateful malice, by wounding him in his 
tenderest affections. 

To rend the dearest ties of youth, and the 
strongest of the social bonds, was a gratification 
to the irate Churchmen, whose anger, at Dunstan s 
banishment, knew no bounds. 

Upon receipt of Agapetus* Bull, secretly expected 
by Odo, since Dunstan's exile, he at once pro- 
ceeded to summon his chapter, to which he an- 
nounced the commands of the Pontiff, directing 
attention to the prohibitory laws of consanguinity, 
as exhibited therein; and then formally declared 
a convocation of the clergy and magnates of the 




kingdcniL, in whose presence, to pronounce the vile 
diroorce between Edwy, Eisg of Britain, and Elgiva, 
the heiress and descendant of Prince Cbnthmm ; and 
grand-danghter of Alfred the Great. 

Edwy had been made aware of the arrival of 
the Bull, and Odo's intention, before the last in* 
terview recorded with Elgiva and the Lady Elfleda, 
althougrh he could not bear to communicate it ia 
more explicit terms than he then used. At that 
time, too,, the Chancellor was engaged in resisting, 
by the King's order, the daring purpose of Oda; 
threatening the displeasure of His Majesty, in case 
he dared to proceed ; or, at least, until remonstrance 
with the Pope had been made; but the fear of 
the effect of the latter proceeding, proved too 
cogent a consideration for compliance with the 
King*s mandate, lest the Court at Borne should be 
inclined to relent, and grant a dispensation. Odo, 
therefore, determined to proceed at all hazards;, 
and, when the appointed day arrived, repaired 
in his gorgeous costume, and with an imposing 
array of his clergy and monks, attended by a con- 
course of people, to the cathedral of his See, and 
there fulminated his evil passions in upbraiding 
language, winding up by reading the BuU, and 
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pronouncing the divorce. This sentence touched 
the hearts of many, whom the previous influences 
of the Church had led to forsake their young 
Monarch and his beautiful bride; now to be 
cruelly separated for ever, for some end incom- 
prehensible to the balk of his subjects. 

A formal record of the proceedings was drawn 
up for transmission to Bome; and a copy, with 
a mandatory order from the archbishop of Can- 
terbuiy, requiring immediate recognition by the 
King, was forwarded to the Chancellor, who sought 
Edwy, to commimicate the final measure, and to 
support his friends in the dreadful trial. 

He found Edwy, as he had hoped, determined 
to resist, and Elgiva putting forth all her greatness, 
under the afflicting and distressing proceedings ; in 
calm composure awaiting the will of her husband, 
whom alone she felt bound to obey. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Intadino the Palace — Branding Elgiya — Her 

Exile — Leolf. 




HILE Odo's mandate was being pressed 
upon tlie Eling, witli as much autho- 
rity as he could bring to bear from 
the Church, Dunstan had found means to return 
secretly, and remained in disguise amongst his 
personal friends in the capital, in close communion 
with Odo; still pressing, with increasing ardour, 
his designs upon the State, as well as his machi- 
nations against the peace and happiness of his 
Boyal victims. 

Once he bearded the King and Princess in their 
private apartments with impunity; again he was 
resolved that the same privacy, with a still more fell 
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intent, should be invaded, and the fair occupant 
remorselessly torn therefrom. 

Darkness is the fitting season for fool deeds ; — ^at 
midnight, the abbot sought Odo in his library, where 
their former interviews revealed their treacherous 
designs. 

"All impatience for your presence, abbot;'* — 

" I appear, my lord, upon the stage once more, 
to bring this well -wrought tragedy to its close; 
but Dunstan is in exile, while the abbot of Glas- 
tonbury is in the British capital, although his wise 
judges could not see by what means the separation 
of his temporal and spiritual offices could be accom- 
plished." 

" Good ! Glastonbury's abbot can do what Croy- 
land's never dreamt of. Croyland reposes while 
he wakes." 

" The Chancellor ! constitutional judge ! has not 
the faculty of removing obstacles, such as Dunstan 
can contend with. He is outwitted, aocordiog to 
promise, my lord." 

**Thou art a man to thy word, Dunstan." — 

" No, not Dunstan : that were high treason ; abbot, 
your grace." 
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''Then, abbot, thy plec^ is sacred?" 
" Sacred as the cause ! " — 
" And the officer of the legion ?" 
"Demurs to the service." 
"What's to be done?" 

" A little gentle pressure from the Church, my 
lord, will command obedience, whether of the will, 
or fear, even from a mailed hand; and if he still 
refuses, Leolf will head the band as our general- 
issimo." 

" Leolf, abbot ! The Eegidde ! " 

"The same, your grace; Leolf, will not object 
to some of the exiled Dunstan's treasury spoils* 
Gold speaks persuasively; besides, the robber ab- 
hors Edmund's heir. He, too^ intruded upon a 
feasting king: 'twas his dagger implanted death 
in Edmund's breast; and his arm shall despoil 
Edwj of his second life: — ^Yes, the ruffian's grasp, 
if needful, shall bear Elgiva from his presence: 
that is, if the Captain of the legion refuse the 



service. 
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It were well he did not; the people will re- 
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pent, if the robber Leolf is engaged ; or the King's 
attendants will slay that outlaw, abbot.'* 

'* Then the Captain of the legion must be found ; 
for the separation is yet ajar. — ^To-morrow, my 
lord ! " 

The divorce, and mandatory act of the arch- 
bishop, wounded Edwy deeply, and nearly pros- 
trated his mind, so that he felt quite unequal to 
oppose the indignation of the Church, despite his 
first resolution; and inclined to yield his beautiful 
wife to the fury of his persecutors, who relaxed 
not for a moment, but waxed fiercer and fiercer 
as the separation was delayed. 

Edwy sought the advice of the Chancellor, and 
his kinsmen, Sir Hugh, and the Earl Devon ; they 
met in the palace, and debated the question under 
every possible circumstance. They at length con- 
cluded, that the best course to pursue would be 
for the King to consent to the divorce, and then, 
to remove the Princess, and the Lady Elfleda^ 
with their approval, to Selwood; where, out of 
reach, and in seclusion, until the fiiry of the 
Church could be controlled, they might remain 
unmolested, or at least protected by their people. 
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They joyfully assented to this arrangement, and 
preparations for their private flight to Selwood, 
were entered upon. Next night they were to de- 
part when the Capital was wrapt in rest. 

A few weeks since they paraded its thorough- 
fares amidst the acclamations of a multitude ; now 
they were, without a crime, to leave in ignominious 
stealth. The consort of Britain's King, fleeing 
under the covert of night's sable curtain, from 
the capital of his dominions, at the cruel behest 
of inflamed zealots, was ^a picture of the unre- 
lenting tyranny of the Church, as the developement 
of the evil passions of bad men were falsely called. 

The proud ambition ; the evil passions ; the 
desire for grasping and wielding power ; the en- 
slaving of men's minds, and bending them to 
the will of capricious tyrants, were grouped toge- 
ther, and cunningly woven into the Canon Law, 
to perpetuate their object of universal dominion; 
and, then, called "The Church," before which, 
as the worshippers of Juggernaut, under the crush- 
ing wheels of the Idol's car, our fathers were 
compelled to prostrate themselves. 

It is difficult to say, whether the ignorance of 
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these, or the knowledge of those, most conduced 
to the [results adiieved by the Church in Edwy's 
day; or whether both are not accountable; but, 
certainly, in the first instance, the power of know- 
ledge over ignorance, engendered the superstition, 
which the former quickly converted into an engine 
for the subjugation of nations. Hence, too, the 
dominion of churchmen; hence the easy transition 
from the spiritual to the secular power ; and hence, 
possibly, with truth it may be affirmed, the corrup- 
tion of the early Church, when the pure gold became 
dim by the imnatural admixture of the secular dross. 

Thus the Church fell ; thus the people were super- 
stition ridden ; and thus nations groped in darkness, 
until a stronger light dawned on each. 

Dunstan*8 dark sentence, " to-morrow, my Lord," 
was replete with his future designs, and was perfectly 
comprehended by Odo, who knew that what he 
essayed would be accomplished, and skilfully per- 
formed ; therefore he awaited the issue of the morrow 
with composure, looking forward to the consum- 
mation of his cherished desire; a desire to see 
Edwy humbled at the feet of the Church, and 
bereft of the treasured object of his heart. Upon 
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li^, too — ^thfi softy gentle, lovely, innooent Elgiva, 
his aroused wrath was to be outpoured; aud, in 
the person of her daughter, the Lady Elfleda was 
to be victimised. 

The prospect— can it be credited? — gave him 
pleasure ; the pleasure derived by bad men from 
the success of their schemes. Debauched human 
nature triumphed in the prospective sufferings of 
its kind, and relented not! The tenderness of 
womian: the feebleness of her sex: the sorrows 
of the monarch, already humbled, — crushed, — 
melted not the hearts of their persecutors. No 
tenderness awoke in their breasts ; no pity for un- 
deserved misfortunes; no repentance for the ills 
they multiplied upon the devoted heads of the 
unoffending King, and his equally innocent rela- 
tives, touched them : they could see but one 
object for attainment ; one passion to gratify ; 
the object, the aggrandizement of the Papal See; 
the passion, cruel revenge. And, yet, it could 
scarcely be called revenge; for no injury was in« 
fiicted; no cause given for the aggression, save 
the just exile of the villain Bunstan; deserved 
two -fold ere resorted to. 
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**I thought as much, my lord/* said Dunstan, 
as he carefully closed the library door — 

** The captain refuses the service : he pleads 
allegiance ; he pleads a warrior's chivalry ; in fact, 
he pleads Manhood, as a fair excuse to exempt 
him from a command to lift his hand against 
the Sovereign, or the branding iron against the 
cheek of beauty. Let him enjoy his immunity as 
a Eoyalist, as a soldier, and as a man; but we, 
men, warriors of the Church, and subjects of the 
Papal Crown, need suffer no such qualms of con- 
science to interpose 'twixt us and our allegiance. 
We are no knight - errants to break a lance for 
* ladye love ; ' no minions of Edwy's crown ; we 
acknowledge but one earthly potentate ; therefore, 
no scruples need be here ; for Leolf stands with- 
out to head the soldiers, and to sear the soft 
cheek of Edwy's love.'* 

" Leolf ! Fit tool ! Let him enter, and receive 
our commission to execute the decrees of the 
Church." 



"Your most obedient, my lord archbishop." — 
"Leolf, thou art a freebooter?*' 
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** What boots it, prithee ? Leolf robs a man ; 
the Church plunders nations; which is greater. 
Bishop ? ' — 

" With outlaw hand thou slew a King ?'* 

" Leolf pierced Edmund's heart with a dagger ; 
but thou hast implanted a thousand in Edwy's 
breast.'* 

" Thou art bold, Leolf! " 

''Bold, sirrah! I beard a bishop; thou, and 
Dunstan, slightest a King." 

" Yet, thou art bold ; and dost tempt the 
Church." 

'* We are equal, bishop ; the Church tempts 
me, and I yield; I have come to do her bidding." 

** 'Tis well ! Thou wilt execute our orders ?" 

" Aye, and thine enemies, an't please thee, 
Bishop."— 

" Thou art no Koyalist ?** 

" Not to-day ; but to-morrow, a crown may buy 
my loyalty." 

** Then, to-day, thou wilt lead our soldiers to the 
King's palace; thou wilt, there, with this, iron, 
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heated, imprint our braud with no gentle presanre 
upon EIgi?a's cheek, in the Boyal presence ; then 
put her forth to complete the separation^ in 
obedience to the divorce we pronounced by com- 
mand, of our Sovereign lord, the Pope; and by the 
authority of these presents, which we give under 
our hand and seal of our See, as thy sufficient 
warrant and empowerment for the act.** 

" And thou. Abbot of Glastonbury, see that 
Leolf has his meed, and competent guard to exeonte 
the decrees of the Church,'* 

Dunstan's vile projects were on the eve of 
assuming an openly aggressive character; the in- 
human attack upon the lovely Elgiva, was now 
decided upon ; the warrant for its execution was in 
the hands of a fitting instrument to perform the foul, 
the atrocious act of vengeance, at the bidding of 
what? Ofifended laws P — outraged humanity ? No, 
but — " tell it not in Gath, publish it not in As- 
kelon,'* — at the instance of "The Church;" the 
Church, which daringly claimed a universal sway, 
as the anti - type of primitive Christianity, while wide 
spread cruelties marked her foot-prints, wherever 
the emissaries of her hideous system reared their 
heads. 



'' The archbishop, monk, and free-booter in con- 
clave : — ^that was the picture of the triumvirate in 
the bishop s library : the subject under consideration 
was England's Monarch, and his youthful bride ; the 
end to be attained > was the aggrandizement of 
Home, and its universal plague of kingdoms; the 
means to that end was to be a series of cruelties ; 
the victims were Edwy, King of Britain, and Elgiva, 
his innocent spouse; and the stakci for which the 
twin - sons of " the Church'' played the fearful game, 
was that Nation, destined to be, in future times, the 
chief and enduring witness to testify; to protest 
against the long continued enormities of the Papal 
system. 

These wicked men instructed the freebooter Leof 
to force himself into the presence of their Sovereign, 
and there, upon a weak woman, lovely amongst her 
sex, to perpetrate the basest crime that manhood 
could be guilty of. There, with a refinement of 
cruelty, in the presence of her husband, " with no 
gentle pressure," the flaming brand of the ruffian — 
ruMam would better suit — was to be applied, with a 
heartless indifference, to the cheek of a young and 
unoffending woman. 

While these wicked and cruel preparations were 
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bebg made in the Aidilnsluyp's Iflmij, between 
Odo, Ihinstan, and Leolf ; £dwj and Elghra were 
spending the last moments, before the intended 
departure for Selwood, in eacb other^s aoeietj, 
bitterly lamenting their misfortones, and weeping 
orer their woes. The young and tender pair, 
entwined in each other's arms, sought consolation 
in hopes for the future, and plans for their re- 
union ; if not at the Soyal residence, under more 
farourable circumstances, at least at Selwood, when 
Edwy should have abdicated, and escaped from 
the turmoils of regal sway. 

Dearest Edwy, we part not for ever?" 

No, Edwy*s life; I would prefer a kingdom's 
loss." 

"And when I am absent, Edwy?" 

** Edwy will mourn ; but shall hope on ; he must 
conceal his grief, for his foes are vigilant; they 
are rancorous, yet time may rid us of them ; then 
we shall be free to re - unite." 

*• Night and day, Edwy shall fill Elgiva's 
thoughts ; Selwood's deep forests, where oft thy 
horn*s notes were prolonged, shall re -produce its 
fancied echoes with every breeze, and my ears 
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drink in the imaginary sounds, as eagerly as if 
the real strains annoanced thine approach. Ah! 
my Edwy!" 

The heavy tramp of armed men outside, and 
the rough voice of the freebooter commanding 
them to enter, startled the King. He instinctively 
moved towards his falchion, then lying at the 
other side ; but the entrance of the fierce Brigand, 
at the head of men in British uniform, barred 
his passage, else the valour of Edwy's single arm 
had cut him down. 

" Ho ! men, secure the King, while I execute 
the decrees of the Church." 

The soldiers hemmed Edwy in, and opposed 
his rush to Elgiva, towards whom the ruffian 
moved. 

" Fair Lady ! " — said the regicide— 

" Hold, villain ! "— 

" Forbear, if thou art a man ! " — 

" I neither hold, or forbear ; the Bishop's war- 
rant, and the Church's brand, I bring" — Elgiva 
shrieked, and called upon her Edwy. — It was vain, 
the rude soldiers stayed Edwy*s hand; the free- 
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booter seized his Elgiva in his presence, and 
applied the red hot iron to her face, from whence 
a hissing sound, and a dense smoke arose. Elgiva 
swooned : they bore her away. Edwy fell heavily 
on the floor, and ere he recovered all were gone. 
Elgiva was on her way to Ireland, a branded 
captive, and an exiled woman. 




CHAP. IX. 



Thb Plot — Edgar — Eloiya's Disootert. 

?« RUTHFULLY are the wicked said to 
^ be like the troubled sea, whose waters 

!§ll§$m ^^^^ ^^^* ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^P '^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
with whelming tide. 

Dunstan and Odo could not check the restlessness 
of their perturbed spirits ; neither did the execution 
of their foul sentence, and the misery they inflicted 
upon the King already, satisfy their appetite for per* 
seoution. Having, as yet, struck but one decided 
blow, they prepared to inflict another, greater in mag* 
nitude, but not keener in its effects, than the brutal 
scene enacted and described in the last chapter. 

Scarcely had Edwy recovered consciousness to 
appreciate the reality of the cruelty he, and his be- 
loved one had undergone ; scarcely could he grasp 
in his bewildered mind the rude indignity he had 
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suffered ; or form a remote idea of tlie fate wliicli 
bad befallen bis tender wife, — ^for be knew not 
wbitber tbey bad taken ber — ^wben tbe Cbancellor 
arrived, witb Sir Hngb and Earl Devon ; tbe former 
to assist and counsel ; tbe two latter witb a troop of 
borse, to escort tbe ladies Elfleda and Elgiva, as 
agreed upon, to Selwood. Tbe Cbancellor bad 
otber matter for consideration also : bnt wben tbe 
atrocious deed wbicb bad just taken place, and tbe 
deep affliction of tbeir Sovereign and tbe Lady 
Elileda, was unfolded to tbem, tbej were struck 
witb amazement at tbe infamy and boldness of Odo» 
wbo, tbey supposed, bad acted alone in tbe 
matter. 

Tbe knigbts filled with borror and rage, would 
proceed to extremities, and fortbwitb punisb tbe 
insufferable Gburobman witb deatb ; but tbe Cban- 
cellor, knowing tbe danger, and being aware of an 
extensive conspiracy, formed in secret, dissuaded 
tbem from tbeir purpose, wbicb could only end in 
tbe destruction of the fiishop, while it might be the 
cause of subverting the kingdom ; — ^perhaps, of tbe 
King's destruction, as well as of her, whom it should 
be their endeavour to rescue from her captors. 
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The prudent Chancellor having advised for* 
bearance, proceeded to acquaint the King, and his 
kbsmen, of the plot in progress to depose him, and 
place his brother Edgar on the throne. 

For some time they were aware of the discontent 
that existed in the minds of a great number of the 
nobles, since the fatal night, when Dunstan and Odo 
scattered the seeds of dissension, which they kept 
carefully watered and tended, till an abundant crop 
was prepared for their advantage. 

Hence to retaliate upon the Church would but 
afford a pretext to the malcontents, and serve to 
weaken the King's party more, while it would give 
strength to the conspirators. 

To act upon the defensive, and further the pre- 
parations to repel aggression, when openly made, 
should now be their care. To use their utmost 
vigilance to discover and release the much injured 
captive, Elgiva, must occupy their attention. In the 
mean time, the Lady Elfleda must be placed in safety, 
as at first intended. 

The King was sadly weakened in mind and body, 
and required repose, and the assidious care of his 
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friends, who, with their private guards, for his pro- 
tection, took up their quarters in the palace. 

When Dunstan and Odo felt tolerably assured 
that their diabolical dirorce and banishment of the 
Lady Elgiva was completed, it was agreed the 
former should retire to Kent, there to mature the 
plot for revolt. It was there Edgar resided ; and 
there, also, lived many of the discontented nobles. 

Edgar was only thirteen years old; however, 
that was all the better for their interests, a youthfnl 
mind beiog more susceptible of bias or favourable 
impressions, than one of matured judgment could 
be. Then, the King's brother was a more certain 
person to gain adherents than a private protegie, 
and jealousy less likely to ensue upon his accession, 
than upon the assumption of one not of the Boyal 
blood. 

Dunstan had remained in conference with Odo, 
after the brigand and his band of soldiers had 
departed to execute their wicked devices against the 
unoffending Elgiva ; — which he did to the letter, in 
presence of the King, as directed, and then, put her 
forth ; whence she was conveyed away in a swoon, 
hurried off in the direction of her much loved Sel- 
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wood, to that part of the coast opposite the shores of 
Ireland, whither they bore her, and landed in the 
dominions of 0*Eorke, King of Brefnia, a petty 
state in that country, with strict injunctions not to 
attempt a return, under further pains and penalties 
of the Church. 

Silence succeeded the departure of Leolf from the 
library, each of the Churchmen being apparently 
shrunk within himself, either calculating upon the 
success of their proceedings, or upon the probability 
of resentment from Edwy's fury j or the ire of Sir 
Hugh of Mercia, whom they dreaded still more 
from his fierce disposition. Dunstan at length 
spoke. 

" So far, my Lord, we are prosperous." 

'*But, abbot, suppose Leolf fail, or plays us 
foul?" 

" Leolf will fail when his courage fails, and will 
play us foul when our gold fails; but not 
sooner." — 

"Yet, in case he falls by the hand of the 
King? " 

''Then the world gets rid of a knave, and 
Edwy is contumacious." 
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*' True ; the Canon Law will punish contumacy.** 
"Which makes our case stronger, bishop." 
" Well, if we succeed, and exile the woman ? " 
" Edwy sees her no more.'* 
" Is there no possibility of a return, Dunstan ? " 
•* Not much, I *trow ; our spies will see to that." — 

"But should the King discover her; or obtain 
a dispensation ? '* 

" Both might be possible, were Dunstan in exile, 
too; but with Dunstan in his capital, neither can 
occur.** 

"You are confident, abbot?" 

" Confident as that I shall rend the kingdom 
from him.** 

" Then your plot thrives apace ? '* 

" Thrives ! The conspiracy embraces two-thirds 
of the nobles, and most of the people. Our brethren 
of the cowl do good service ; Glastonbury's abbot 
shall lead ere long ; his announcement on British 
ground will make £dwy's ears tingle, and fright 
the Lord High Chancellor from the seals of 
office.** 
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" Dunstan, Croyland's Abbot ia a brave soldier, if 
he forsakes the Seals, it will be to draw the sword ; 
and fiery Hugh, with Devon s Earl, will command a 
powerful host.*' 

'^P'shaw! chiefs without vassals, bishop; the 
revolt will thin their ranks. But suppose their 
people true, old Guy of Warwick, Northumberland's 
hot Earl, and their mailed men, will take the odds ; 
and the boy, Edgar, the kingdom/* 

'* How dispose of Edwy ? ** 

" If he falls not in the field, exile, or the prison 
await him; then our measures move smoothly, 
and before the downs of youth exchange for beard 
on Edgar*s chin, he, too, shall lose a crown ; — ^per- 
haps a head — Then Britain becomes a fief of Bome, 
and Dunstan's vow fulfilled.'* 

" I leave at midnight for Kent; — ^the Kentish men 
and nobles are decided^ — we send Edgar to the 
north, where first the standard of revolt shall be 
raised. The northern counties secure, we fear not; 
Edwy; he must yield, or make disadvantageous 
terms; then we but alter our course a little, and 
steer for the same end.'* 
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*' It is a higli resolve, my son; tliine own head 
could bear a crown : if not a Pope's tiara." 

The Archbishop and the Abbot separated, both 
determined to farther their cherished plans; the 
former in his study ; the latter amongst his friends 
in the obscure haunts of the city; there to lurk 
until night spread its sable garb over nature, and 
then, with staff in hand, and monkish cowl, to wend 
his way to Edgar's neighbourhood; where the brethren 
of his order were deeply engaged in the conspiracy, 
and forwarded his secret communications to the 
nobles, who were bound to adhere to Edgar. 

Each day Edwy bitterly mourned for his lost 
Elgiva. The suspense of uncertainty sat heavier on 
his spirits than if they had deprived her of life in his 
presence. The recollection of the repulsive brigand, 
whom he recognised as his father's murderer, 
approaching his beautiful and tender wife, un- 
moved by her shrieks — unawed by his presence — 
and placing his ruthless hands upon her person, 
and the flaming iron upon her lovely cheek; the 
swimming of his brain ; his baffled efforts to shield 
her ; the hissing and the smoke, arising from the 
dreadful application; and her calls for her Edwy, 
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would bring before him the fearful scenes in vivid 
distinctness, until it seemed re-enacting under his 
bewildered gaze. Again he pictured to himself hit 
£lgiva lying in some dark, loathsome dungeon, with 
none to cure her wound ; none to soothe her anguish ; 
no hope ; not a ray of comfort ; her Edwy and her 
fond mother unable to release her. Or, perhaps, he 
would say within himself, the dagger which quiv^ed 
in my father's breast may have found Elgiva's hearty 
and some unhonoured grave received her graceful 
form. 

Such thoughts were continuaUy present with the 
King. Sometimes he would hope, yet the fruitless 
efforts of his people, and her vassals, to get a clue to 
her unhappy fate, implanted a keener pain in his 
breast than if the regicide had plunged his reeking 
weapon there. 

Elgiva, the Lady Elfleda, and Selwood's remote 
towers, were ever in his mind ; on them he mused, 
forgetting the authors of bis misery, till the Chan- 
cellor, and his kinsman came to council : then he 
was usually passive in their hands* having but one 
desire, — to meet and fly with his Elgiva. 

The Lady Elfleda, with a parent's devotion, tried 



every art and means to recover her cliild. Old 
Asser, with Alfred's harp went forth to wander in 
search of his lored mistress : he strayed towards the 
coast, where a poor fisherman gave him some obscure 
tidings, which he thought might possibly have re- 
ference to her. Upon him he prevailed to sail to the 
Irish shore, where he landed. His music attracted 
the wild inhabitants, from whom he gleaned the story 
of a beautiful Princess, with a wound on her face ; 
whom they found straying, and conducted to the 
court of O'Rorke of Brefni, where she was staying 
in hospitable safety. He now dismissed his boatman 
with the tidings, which were quickly conveyed to 
Selwood, and thence to Edwy. 

How to recover the child of his second chief, the 
cherished one of his own aged bosom, was now the 
sole subject of the venerable harper's thoughts; 
whether to proceed to Brefni's court direct, and 
demand an audience of the chief, or to approach in 
harper's guise, playing the familiar airs of Elgiva's 
loved Selwood, and, thus, discover himself to her, 
was another matter for consideration : the former 
might be imprudent, inasmuch as he knew not the 
character and disposition of O'Eorke, the latter 



might best accord with the circumstances in which 
his young mistress might then be placed ; and, at 
all events, be productive of no indiscretion. 

Then to go in harper's plight, with his soft strains 
flowing, and wend his way to Brefni, a minstrel aged 
and gray, was the disguise he chose; forward he 
bent his feeble steps, musing upon his mission, and 
uncertain as to its results. 
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CHAP. X. 



The Wild Ieish — Brefmi's Coujit — Eva-— 
AssER — The Kbtuen. 




HEN tlie blood-stained hand of Leolf, 
with the searing iron of the Church, 
had imprinted the seal of Odo*s be- 
hest upon Elgiva's tender cheek; fainting as she 
was, they bore her from the Palace, and hurried 
her away to the coast; then across the Channel, 
into Ireland, where, under the severest threats, 
they commanded hor to remain. 

In vain she besought them to tell her where 
she was; in vain she sued for mercy, and for 
protection, upon what she fancied a desolate shore. 
The man that could disfigure the lovely face of 
innocence for gold, was not likely to be touched 
by pity's appeal, and all he accorded to the 
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Princess, was, a threat ia case of return. SueJbi 
were his orders : such tke commands of tke 
Churcli; and such the indignities practised npon 
the unoffending, tender young woman, by its as- 
sumed authority. 

The ruffian emissaries embarked, leaving the 
beloved wife of Britain's Eling upon the rugged 
rocks of an unknown shore ; there to linger ; there, 
perhaps, to perish of hunger ; or fall a prey to a 
worse death. They cared not; their gold was 
won, and the Churchmen gratified. 

She wept; she prayed; she looked towards her 
home, for which the dark speck on the angry 
waters, wherein sailed her tormentors, was bearing 
away. 

She gazed, even on that retreating object, with 
tender emotion ; for it wa& the last token of her 
anguish departing for her country — the land of 
her Edwy. 

"Ah! Edwy," she bitterly cried, ''How ia it 
with thee; have they seared thy face, too? Have 
they spared thy lifeP And thoi^ my tenc^ 
mother, dost thou live to mourn thy lost, thy 
suffering Elgiva? Oh! that I could flee across 
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these billows, and seek my happy Selwood, where 
my people would shield Elgiva, and restore her 
Edwy; her mother.'*— 

She sank in an agony of grief upon the slimy 
weeds of Brefni's shore.'* — 

When consciousness returned, she found herself 
surrounded by some half- naked people, bending 
oyer her with apparent tenderness. They had 
seen from their cabins the elegant form of Elgiva 
sinking upon the sea -weed, with a strong tide 
running in, and hastened to warn her of her 
danger; but, finding her senseless and wounded, 
they carried her to a place of safety. They were 
gazing on the beauteous form extended upon the 
green turf of Erin, when she beheld them. Her 
royal robes revealed ber rank to the semi - savages ; 
for they had seen their much -loved Prince's 
daughter, — young and beautiful as the lady before 
them was the fair Eva of Brefni — and their hearts 
melted into kindness. They knew not how to testify 
their regards to the stranger, come from whither 
they knew not ; their looks conveyed their feelings ; 
Elgiva understood what they could not speak ; her 
gentle urbanity assured them she was grateful. 
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They commisserated ; for they guessed misfortune 
had befallen her ; they carefully dressed her wound, 
much inflamed for want of attention. She pressed 
their hands, and the unsophisticated islanders 
mingled their tears with hers. 

The Celts understood not the Saxon language; 
but they prepared a litter, placed her in comfort there- 
on, and bore her on their shoulders to O'Borke's 
Palace, where she was gladly and kindly received, 
and the people royally rewarded for the stranger 
prize. 

How sweet ! how soothing is female sympathy ! 
when Eva saw the British Princess^ and her suffering 
tale was told, she clasped her to her heart, and 
poured out friendship in thrilling melody to Elgiva's 
sinking spirit. 

Brefni's court rang with her wrongs ; — ^that gal- 
lant Prince chaffed with rage — but he could not 
redress them. He had warriors and brave men at 
his command, without ships to convey them to 
Edwy's succour ; therefore, he could not give more 
than the protection his dominions afforded. 

The kindness and attention bestowed, soothed 
Elgiva into calmness of spirit; her wound began 



113 EDXrr AND fiL^XVA* 

^^""-■■■■^^"^^^■^ ^■^^— ^—1^— -^i — ■■« ^.^^^M_^K.i^.^«M^_^.^.^B^ . ■ lira I R~aii.i 

to heal Tinder the treatment 'of O'Rorke's expert 
attendant, who engaged a perfect obliteration of 
the effects of the branding, and its vile intention. 
Her hopes revived, al>d she now only thought 
of a re -union with her beloved husband and 
Hiother, to which she looked forward as the re- 
ward of her oonstancy. 

One day while sitting with Eva, enjoying her 
gentle encouragement to hope, and talking of her 
loved home and iriends, a plaintive strain, from 
the strings of a skilfully touched harp, came upon 
the breeze, and attracted their attention. 

"How sweetly your harper plays, Eva?" 

"Hark!— It is not Amon Dhuv— " 

" O ! Selwood, it is like thy strains !-— It cannot 
be ! '*— 

Nearer approached the ChOd of Song; more 
distinctly the sounds were heard."— 

Elgiva trembled ; — ^Eva pressed her hand — '*That 
melody awakes recollection?" 

"Oh ! were Asser here ! " — She listened, and 
grew pale ; then caught up Eva's harp, and re- 
peated the notfes ; for they were the wassail sounds 
of Selwood. 
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Again she listened, and dwelt upon the music; 
the harper's song arose, beneath the balcony, in 
her native tongue. She flew to the lattice — It 
was Asser, with his white locks, resting, on 
Alfred's harp. 

"It is! it is!" 

"WhatElgiva?" 

"Oh! oh! It is— it is Asser—Tis Selwood's 
harper ! " — 

Soon the bard and the Lady Elgiva were ex- 
changing happy, happy recognition. Asser was 
ushered into the apartment, and conveyed the glad 
tidings of Edwy's welfare, and the Lady Elfleda's 
safety, to his loved mistress ; also, that He had taken 
means to apprize each of her retreat. 

"My Edwy, then, will rejoice and hope; my 
mother revive, when she hears tidings of her Elgiva.'* 

Asser recounted all he had learned of the King, 
and the proceedings of Odo and Dunstan, which 
made her shudder. She started ! — gasped ! — 

"Be calm, Elgiva." 

" Didst thou but know those men, Eva." 

"I know, dearest; thy sufferings ! This mark!" 
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" Ha ! They teU the tale." 

" Would thy friends were here ? " 

'' Oh ! that they were ; then I could be cer« 
tain."— 

" But they are safe, harper ? '* 
'* Safe, lady, safe." 

" Still is Edwy safe," he added with a sigh ; 
"but the vengeful monks are embroiling his do- 
minions; they seek to subvert his kingdom, and 
have beguiled his friends. His friends forsake; 
his relatives rebel ; treachery surrounds his throne ; 
and his Elgiva here, injured, persecuted, branded 
as a felon, is full proof of the miseries he 
endures." 

" Edwy ! Edwy ! That I could fly to thee ! " 

** Patience, lady." 

"Elgiva, hope."— 

*^ Hope has fled, Eva. I am miserable ; my 
days must pass in sorrow ; bitterness is my portion ; 
yet, if before I die, I may visit Selwood ; my Edwy ; 
my mother." She could not say more, her utter- 
ance was choked, and she hid her face in Eva's 
bosom. 
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^' Thou shalt see Selwood, lady, and thy loved 
mother; the Eling, too, may glad thee with his 
presence. Be of good cheer, when the marks of 
Odo's infamy are erased from thy cheek, we will 
seek Selwood, with the aid of the hospitable, brave 
chief of Brefni, and this lovely lady, who now gives 
protection to the exiled heiress of Guthrum; the 
descendant of Alfred, and the devoted bride of 
England's chivalrous Edwy." 

''Brefni's Eling be great abroad, as he is great 
at home ; may his days be peace. Brefni*s 
daughter is lovely as good; may she be the ad- 
mired of her country, the beloved of her race, and 
still the kind refuge of the broken - hearted exile." 

The harper ceased ; Eva was deeply touched ; 
her sobbing breast heaved with emotion, while her 
tears descended on Elgiva's polis]ied neck. 

The aged harper was detained at O'Borke's 
court ; there he detailed Alfred's glory, Guthrum's 
deeds, Edwy's gallant chivalry, and the renowned 
bravery of his country; equalled only, he would say, 
by the piety, learning, and heroism of leme's war- 
riors and bards; — noble in the field, graceful in 
song, and hospitable in their castled halls. 
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The woes of the beautiful Elgiva, and the ro- 
mance of her undeserved persecution, spread her 
fame. The bards of Erin celebrated them in song, 
and entwined them with the choicest garlands of 
their native harps. 

The chiefs and ladies of Brefni came to honour 
the exiled Princess, and to do homage to her 
beauty ; their hospitalities were offered ; their friend- 
ship avowed. Their indignation at her wrongs was 
deep, and hard to be restrained. Then, they owed 
no allegiance to Eome; their pastors were of the 
primitive churches, untainted, simple and unassu- 
ming, and devoted to their charge. Their practice 
was faithful ; their pursuits, learning ; their labours, 
love. Their aims, the freedom — ^not the slavery — 
of their people; they condemned the proceed- 
ings of Odo and punstan as vile and heterodox. 

In a very short time Elgiva's wound was per- 
fectly healed, and the mark of the hot iron, 
designed to disfigure and destroy her charms, 
was entirely obliterated, leaving no outward trace 
to disclose her sufferings. Her spirits revived 
under the influence of kindness, and the joyous hope 
of re - union with the beloved of her heart. The 
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salubrious air and delicious climate of Ireland, re- 
called the carmine tinge to her cheeks; the clear 
brilliancy of her former loveliness returned, and the 
rose of Selwood was in full perfection at Brefni*s 
court. ](Ier heart's constancy enlarged, and she 
earnestly, although the thought brought anguish, 
desired to return to Selwood. 

The day for departure came ; the sobs and 
tears of Eva and Elgiva intermingled. Sorrow 
and compassion had bound them in friendship's 
hallowed tie; the rending was painfully severe. 
With mutual assurances of everlasting sisterhood, 
midst the regret of O'Borke and his court, the 
Princess took leave ; attended by her faithful 
Asser to guide her to her paternal home. 

Brefni's best ship, and most gallant crew, bore 
her across the waves of ocean, and landed her 
near Bristol. Secretly they journeyed untU they 
entered Selwood 's forest, not far from thence : 
next the Baronial seat of her father, — her child- 
hood's home, — where the Lady Elfleda and her 
faithful people rejoiced over their recovered, per- 
secuted one. 

Their joy was boundless ; once more the wassail 
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bowl went round in the deserted hall. The vassals 
Yowed unshaken fidelity; the aged harper toned 
the lyre; the strain was happy, and the mirthful 
song arose. 

Alas ! It is well a yail rests upon the future : 
It is well we cannot see the end. 




CHAP. XL 



Partition op the Kingdom — Odo — Dunstan — 

Leolf — Excommunication — Elgiva's 

Murder — Edwy*s Death. 




INCE the branding and abduction of 
Elgiva, Edwy knew neither peace or 
hope, until a courier from Selwood 
presented private dispatches from the Lady Elfleda, 
communicating the tidings of her recovery and 
safe retreat at 0'Rorke*s court; which, in a great 
measure, counterbalanced the afOiicting intelligence 
conveyed to him shortly before, by the Chaocellor. 
The Chancellor, previously aware of the con- 
spiracy in the heart of the kingdom, kept a 
vigilant eye on the movements of Odo and Dun- 
stan : it now became his duty to inform the King 
that the revolt had actually commenced, under 
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the immediate superintendence of Dunstan, who 
had returned from exile, and placed young Ed- 
gar at the head of the malcontents, now in full 
possession of the northern part of the kingdom ; 
from whence, owing to the strength of his ad- 
herents, and the King's deserted state, it would 
be impossible to dislodge them. 

Sir Hugh and the Earl were at the head of 
a large force, eager for the fray ; however it was 
deemed unequal to cope with the revolted Nobles, 
and the entire body of the Monks ; therefore the 
Chancellor felt constrained to counsel an offer of 
conditions to the rebels. Edwy assented, in the 
hope of obtaining immunity from further perse- 
cutions, and a dispensation for re -union with 
Elgiva, to which he confidently looked forward. 

Conditions were drawn up to the effect that 
Edwy would resign half the Kingdom, retaining 
the south side of the dividing line, and yielding 
the northern portion to Edgar. They were then 
forwarded to Edgar's camp in the North, for the 
consideration of his advisers. 

No sooner had Dunstan read the document, 
than he repaired to Odo^s library, — the usual 
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place of their commimings — to diacoss the matter 
with him» and to triumph in their success. 

*' As I predicted, my Lord Archbishop ; Edwj 
offers terms. We have but to shift a few points, 
and sail for our destination with flying colours." 

^' Thou art a seer, Dunstan ?" 

'' Aye, Dunstan is no longer exiled ! Again is 
he Dunstan, and Abbot. Danstan, Edgar's chief 
counsellor, brings Edwy's submission, ' even to 
the half of his Kingdom.' He sues for the 
Church's grace^the Church's grace, my lord! — 
to enjoy the other half." 

"Shall we accord it, Dunstan?" 

** For the present, archbishop ; the future is in 
Eome." 

" How inclines the boy King, abbot ? " 

"Bight willingly to our interest." 

" A devoted son of the Church ? " 

"Devoted as we, my lord." 

"And the Barons?" 

'^Feasting! — ^That is their sovereign — but as 
uncertain as the tot of ignorance." 
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'' We must be cautious, Dunstan ; should they 
repent, our measures were gone for ever," 

"Aye, good bishop, and our heads sure to fol- 
low; measures first, and heads after; that were 
the order." 

" I like not such order, Dunstan." 

** Not quite worthy of your grace's patronage ! " 

"Nor of the abbot's acceptance, I trow?" 

" I trow not ; neither shaU we accept, unless 
it be destiny's behest." — 

" What say our spies of the delicate exile, whose 
absence kiUs Edwy apace, my lord?" 

" The spies report her return, good abbot." 

" Return !— How ?— Where to ? " 

" To dark Selwood ; healed, beautiful as a bride." 



"Then it shall be dark Selwood, if Leolf can 
spread darkness with his ready hand. Elgiva and 
Edwy shall never meet on earth! I vow — I 
swear it, Odo, — S 'death ! How dare she return ! 
— She braves the decrees of the Church! Hal 
the iron was not hot enough ! Her woman's love, 
was hotter far." — 
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" How did she escape T 

**Brefhi's Chief protected and gave her shelter; 
then safe conduct to the English shore." 

'' Would Dunstan were in his petty kingdom ! 
Well, perhaps, the day is not distant. Brefbi 
and his fair daughter, may regret their maudlin 
mercy." 

Dunstan's ire was untamed; his determination 
to pursue Edwy and Elgiva to the death, was 
unabated. Neither could aught appease, or induce 
him to relinquish the persecution, till death should 
rid him, and the kingdom of both. 

His advice to accept Edwy's conditions was 
not in pity to him, or in obedience to his conscience's 
dictates^ but solely because he believed it the 
safer course to adopt; because, that by keeping 
the kingdom divided, it would induce weakness, 
and render it an easier conquest to his intrigues 
at a future period. 

However, Elgiva was doomed; she must be 
sacrificed; it could be accomplished; the means 
were at his disposal; it should be done. 

Thus again were the innocent the objects of the 
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ChuTchmen's persecution; privately condemned, 
unheard, without a fault to induce malice, they were 
to be relentlessly pursued within the dominions, 
that of right should acknowledge their sway. Their 
destruction avowed by designing men; their king- 
dom partitioned ; their subjects in rebellion, imder 
the tutelage of the same instructors. The cup of 
misery must be again held to their youthful lips, 
and not again withdrawn till drained to the very 
dregs. Nothing but death can satisfy their cruel 
tormentors ; nothing but an eternal absence satiate 
the foul passions of Dunstan and Odo. 

" Yes,'' he muttered as he left the library, " Leolf, 
is in the purlieus of the city ; and there is gold in 
Dunstan's coffers." 

He returned — 

" My Lord of Canterbury, this woman, by her dis- 
obedience, has renounced the Church; shall we 
not excommunicate, and pimish accordingly ? '* 

Dunstan's manner terrified Odo ; if he would, he 
dared not thwart him, and he replied. 

"Surely, Abbot, it is meet.'* 

" It is meet, my Lord ; pronounce the sentence ! '' 



EDWY AND ELQIYA. 125 



<< We denounce disobedience ; the sentence is 
excommunication; so approves the Church; so 
attest these extinguished lights." 

The Archbishop thrust the burning ends of 
the tapers into the sockets from whence he had 
taken them. 

*^ So be it," responded Dunstan, and glided 
away under cover of the darkness. 

Edwy and Elgiva had greatly regained their 
strength, beneath the influence of the faint hope 
which had sprung up; she in her recovery and 
return, in which she could only read a speedy re- 
union with the King ; and he in the peace and a 
dispensation to recall the divorce, which he fully 
expected to obtain, by yielding up half of his pos- 
sessions. They dreamt of future happiness, and 
would gladly surrender the entire kingdom to pos- 
sess it ; they would gladly become subjects to enjoy 
privacy, and immunity from persecution. They 
would gladly forego the crown for the seclusion of 
Selwood ; but neither could deliver them from Odo 
and Dunstan. 

The latter, with *• so be it" compressed between 
his lips, hastened to the haunts of the regicide; 
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a quarter well known to him, where he found an 
easy entrance to the villain's retreat, who had 
just assembled with his band. The entrance of the 
monk did not much surprise the robber ; he cared 
not for the Church ; he knew Dunstan required his 
aid at times, and rose to give him familiar 
welcome. 

** AU hail, brother ! " 

''Thanks, Leolf; I salute your merry men." 

'' What shall we pledge thee in ; sack, or Bur- 
gundy?" 

" Either friend."— 

"Tour health, and our friendly meeting, abbot." 

** Greeting, gentlemen." 

^'A burthen on thy conscience, monk?" 

"What then, friend?" 

**At your service, abbot." 

" Then, there is a burthen on my conscience, and 
a burthen in my purse, Leolf." 

" By my dagger, we shall ease both ! we have 
done so before, monk ? " 

"Well, and truly. List thee, Leolf; Elgiva 



has returned from exile; the Church has excom- 
municated ; and thine arm, her secular arm, shall 
punish the delinquent." 

" For what, abbot ? *' 

''For Dunstan's gold. Said I not, there was 
a burden in my purse ? " 

** Qood ! gold is my Church ; ambition yours. 
I slay for one ; you murder for t'other. Dunstan 
and Odo direct grave men in cowls and crosses; 
I command merry men in armour. We be like 
brethren, abbot ; as like as moles' eyes, eh ? They 
work in darkness, so do we; they dive into the 
secrets of the earth, we into the recesses of the 
breast, and its pockets. 'Tis a perfect agreement, 
abbot I " 

''List, Leolf, execute our sentence at pleasure, 
in Selwood's princely halls ; but, see, let the victim 
linger." 

"Is there no hot iron, monk?" 

*' No, sirrah ; thy dagger ! " 

" I am enlightened, abbot," — 



CHAP. XII. 



Leolf — The Brigakds — The Chuech's tenderness 

— ^Leolf's plans — Consultations — Selwood 

EoEEST — Selwood Eeast — ^Thb Ambitsh 

— ^ElGIVA'S BiiUBDEB — ^EdWY*8 DbaTH, 



?« HE feet of the wicked are said to 
^ be " swift to shed innocent blood : " 
|@§^^ the feet of Leolf and his maraniHng 
band, were already on their way to Selwood, 
to execute the vengeance of the Chnrehmen, 
upon the victim of their former malioe: — "dark 
Selwood/* was indeed, about to be made darker 
still by the brigand's hand. Not long before, he 
impressed the Church's tenderness for her children 
upon the cheek of loveliness, with the heated brand, 
in presence of royalty ; now, again, upon a similar 
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mission, from that Churcli, he proceeded to give a 
more impressive token of her maternal love to the 
same victim. 

The Palace of the Sovereign ; the halls of the 
subject, were alike disregarded, when the decrees 
of Odo and Dnnstan were to be executed ; and the 
sanctity of privacy was nothing, when opposed to 
their machinations. The magic words, " the Church,*' 
" the Church," opened every thing, from the State 
coffers to the peasant's cupboard : this sesame sen* 
tence was all-prevailing ; whether it proceeded from 
the mouths of her priests, or was echoed by 
the freebooter friends, who executed her prelates' 
decrees. 

Armed with the authority of ** the Church," the 
regicide Leolf entered the deep recesses of Selwood 
forest ; and there, kept his men in ambush, awaiting 
the proper time and opportunity, to effect an 
entrance into Guthrum's baronial castle» with the 
fell purpose — planned and decreed by Odo and Dun- 
atan— of murdering that Prince's heireas; — the 
persecuted wife of Edwy of England. 

The extent, and denseness of the forest, was 
particularly well adapted for the retreat of the 



130 EDWY AND BLGIYA. 

lawless : the fastnesses afforded ample shelter ; and 
its covert, with a little addition, produced good 
cheer. The gallant stag, or the roebuck fell 
beneath the hunter's arrow, and contributed a dainty 
morsel for his fare. The brigands were no strangers 
to the spoils of the chase ; neither lacked they 
the skill to shoot the bounding deer. The levying 
of blackmail, too, in the neighbourhood, from the 
unprotected peasantry, in the shape of food, and 
such other things as were found requisite for their 
support, suppUed a plentiful store for the robbers* 
cuisine. Quartered in the forest, enjoying unbounded 
security, and an abundant commissariat, Leolf and 
his ^* merry-men," as those outlaws were called, 
lay perdu by day, and at night forayed the coun- 
try with perfect impunity. He assumed various 
disguises : now as a woodman ; and anon, clad in 
forester's sheen, was a driver of the deer: the 
hooded hawk, or the bound -leash, again, served 
his purpose ; and these metamorphoses he used 
for the better attainment of his object. Thus, he 
reconnoitered the stately towers of Selwood, and 
made himself acquainted with the portcuUis and 
posterns; and with the avenues leading to each. 
He learned their strength and means of defence; 
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the aumber of the retainers; their reputed vigi- 
lance, or habitual security ; and marked the most 
likely quarter of access, and the portion of the 
building occupied by its owners. He experienced 
but little difficulty in obtaining from the domestics, 
a clue to the sleeping apartment of the devoted 
Elgiva ; and found means whereby to decide upon 
the night and hour, most likely to suit his in- 
tentions. 

Having, in disguise, introduced himself amongst 
the retainers in the great hall of Selwood castle, 
he was enabled to form an estimate of its full 
strength, and the disposition of its guards. Amongst 
them, as a forester, he partook of the wassail 
bowl, and enjoyed their merry-making: in him, 
a dread foe was in their citadel; an abandoned 
man of rapine and blood was under the roof -tree 
of the innocent : the wretch — the slayer — was 
frequently within a few yards of the intended 
victim. His thorough ability to disguise his per- 
sonal appearance, prevented his detection ; and his 
assumed sincerity of manner, increased the secu- 
rity of that disguise. For several days he repeated 
his visits, upon some pretext or other, to perfect 
his observations ; until he became familiarly ac- 
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quainted with the household, and well versed in 
its arrangements. Every place of ingress and 
egress he carefully noted ; being resolved, if pos- 
sible, to. execute the decrees of "the Church,'' 
and, at the same time, to effect a clear escape, 
should danger beset his path. 

The barbarous designs of Dunstan and Odo must 
be accomplished, at all hazards ; not so much, 
lest he should forfeit the golden guerdon, to be 
won by the commission of the fearful deed, as 
that the prestige of his hardy renown might re- 
main unabated. CoMe qui coMe he must im- 
brue his hands in innocent blood, to gratify the 
cinel disposition of others, and to prove himself 
and his band equal to the expedition he had 
undertaken. His professional character was on 
the die, and success or failure must stamp the cast : 
success would add one more laurel to his former 
achievements; and failure make the beginning of 
the desperado's decline; as well as be a bar to 
the possession of the ' Churchman's gold. These 
were incentives, sufficiently powerful, to stimulate 
the zeal of the freebooter; he, accordingly, used 
all his cunning, to mature his plans for the con* 
summation of his wicked mission. 
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He feared the vassals of Selwood, yet deter- 
mined to accomplish his purpose : be thought it 
possible to baffle their ordinary precautions, when 
the hour for action had arrived, and felt confident 
of success. At least, he thought, he could effect 
a stealthy entrance; and, that, shonld the people 
be aroused to resistance, the valour of his tried 
men, who were inured to danger, and familiariced 
to blood, would quickly overpower the less resolute 
defenders of the place; and at once render him 
their victor, and their mistress's executioner. 

The regicide held frequent consultations with 
his men, explaining to them his plans, and un- 
folding, as well as he could, a programme of the 
difficulties they were likely to encounter in the 
undertaking. He described the obstacles which 
impeded a ready entrance to the castle; the 
strength of the guards; the chances of renstanoe, 
and the probabQity of success. He reminded them 
of the reward to be gained ; the character for bold 
daring they had to sustain ; and the terror their 
present success must, necessarily, add to the name 
of the band. That terror, he asserted would, in 
future operations, perform half the work to be 
done, and obtain for them a clear stage, where 
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resistance might, otherwise, bar the way to an en- 
terprize. Little more, than a brusque exhortation 
to cherish a bold spirit, uttered in the bandit 
style, passed between the men and their leader, 
except the necessary arrangements for the place 
of rendezoouB ; and the signal for their approach, 
when, its well-known shrill tones rang through 
the wood. 

They were to assemble that night, at about two 
hundred yards from the postern gate, as soon as 
tbe moon had bidden farewell to the drowsy world ; 
which would be about the time the vassals' po- 
tations shordd have laid them '' under the table," 
in the entrance hall ; and some time after the 
destined victim usually retired to rest. At the 
sound of their leader's whistle, the party were to 
advance, and follow, where he should precede, to 
perpetrate tbe horrid deed upon the unsuspecting 
young woman. 

At the close of this odious conference, Leolf 
parted company with his freebooters, and hied him 
towards the castle attired as a forester. He had 
gained the confidence of the vassals, who did not 
suspect their facetious friend, Rupert, as he called 
himself, to be the regicide Leolf; and the cruel 
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wretch, who branded, and bore their beloved Prin- 
cess into exile. He was hospitably received, and 
feasted at the table of her, against whose life his 
ruffian hand was so soon to be raised ; and passed 
unquestioned and unsuspected. 

Upon that day, the vassals, were to feast in the 
great hall of the castle; a circumstance highly 
favourable to Leolfs undertaking; as then, hav- 
ing the entre, he could easily infuse his narcotic 
drugs, unobserved, into the beverage oewly brewed 
to regale them. That was his plan, and one by 
which he frequently, upon other occasions, attained 
complete advantage. • He had little doubt, but 
that his experience, drawn from lengthened practice, 
would enable him to find an opportunity to convey 
the treacherous mixture into the capacious vessel, 
which usually stood at the head of the oaken table, 
and contained the liquor, drank by the men who 
sat around it ; and he proceeded with the utmost 
confidence, to mingle with the festive throng. 

As was habitual with the ladies Elfleda and 
Elgiva, upon festal occasions, they visited the peo- 
ple in the haU, to receive their assurances of fealty, 
and to give them a noble welcome. In the midst 
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of tlie hilarity, they entered the crowded quadrangle, 
and were received with deafening plaudits by their 
warm-hearted retainers. None, amongst the joy- 
ous assembly, appeared more cordial in the ringing 
cheers, and wassail welcome, than did the forester, 
Bupert, whose person was unknown to the ladies ; 
but which did not now escape observation^ lus 
costume being different from that which clad their 
own men. The Lady Elgiva started and turned 
pale, upon beholding the stranger ; an indefinable 
thrill of horror ran through her frame, and she 
trembled violently. Her mother, upon whom she 
leant for support, perceived her perturbation, and 
said, '^ Come, my child, let us retire ; recent events 
have affected your nerves, and our people's greet- 
ing has overcome you/* She rallied her spirits, 
and, in the fervour of her warm heart, bade good 
night to the vassals, whose loud and continued 
cheering fell upon her gratified ears long after she 
had reached her apartment. When the ladies 
were alone, Elgiva said 

**Ah! mother, horror has chilled my blood." 

"Horror at what, my child P" 

"Did you not perceive that stranger, mother?** 
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'^The foresler, Elgi?' 

" Yes.— Oh ! tliat dreadfd mgM r " 

" My child ! "— 

«'Tis he; 'tis the Brigand!" 



" The Brigand f 'tis fancy, Elgi ; he Tvould never 
dare to enter Selwood. Think you the vile viHaitt 
could brave your presence, in the midst of our 
people; or run the risk of that deserved death, 
which detection would be certain to call for from 
their hands ? It is impossible ! *' 

" But the strange resemblance ; that counte- 
nance ! '*— 

**It is impossible, ElgL" 

The lady Elgiva placed her hands before her 
eyes, and shuddered* " Dearest,*' said her mother, 
" your fears have quite overcome you ; there is no 
cause, trust me, my child, for this alarm: it is 
groundless, Elgi." 

^* Perhaps so, dearest mother ; but that awful 
night ! That cruel man ! — ^Tbe red hot brand ; 
and my Edwy ; they still haunt me. Alas ! Alas ! 
My Edwy!" 
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She oast herself upon her mother's neek, and 
indulged in a flood of tears. The extraordinary 
likeness she traced, notwithstanding the disgoise, 
between the forester, Rupert and Leolf, had quite 
overcome her ; — the reminiscences connected with 
that fearful man, sunk her very soul within her. 
After a pause, and some tender caressing, her 
mother induced her to retire to rest, and seek 
composure in sleep. 

The unwary vassals quaffed the drugged bowl, 
tiUy one by one^ overcome by the potation, they 
sunk into the heavy stupor it produced; from 
which nothing but time could arouse them. This 
was Leolf 8 hour ; and, with evident satisfaction, 
he beheld the work of bis hands sealing up the 
senses of the retainers. ^' Ha, ha, good guards ! 
an easy conquest I trow," he muttered, as he 
passed from the hall to the corridor, which led 
to the postern. Here be undid the fastenings 
that secured the iron - studded door, and went 
forth to give the fatal signal. 

When some minutes had elapsed, during which 
time he listened, to ascertain if any of the vas- 
sals were astir around the castle, he whistled the 
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familiar call, and presently, the ambushed band 
was around him. Without uttering a word, he 
faced right-about followed by the brigands* and 
retraced his steps to the postern ; and haying en- 
tered the castle, he proceeded, once more, to sur- 
vey his handy work ; then secured the door, lest 
some mischance should defeat the project. This 
done, the wretch whispered, in a clear voice, 
" Now's the time ; follow, and do your duty.'* 

The ruffian led the way, closely followed by 
his men, and carrying a dark lantern, to Elgiva's 
sleeping - room, at the door of which he halted 
them, and proceeded cautiously to her bed-side. 
Finding she was asleep, he beckoned, and the 
gang approached. There lay the innocent; and 
around, unmoved, the unmanly miscreants stood ; 
while their leader drew off the covering, and ex- 
posed the lovely woman to her murderers. She 
started, — screamed, and rushed from the couch : 
she begged ; she entreated them to spare her life ; 
it was useless ; as well might she expect forbear- 
ance from a pack of famished wolves. There stood 
the dreaded Leolf, now, plainly recognized, in the 
forester's garb : bearing upon his forbidding aspect 



140 MBWr AMD ElfilTA. 



tat BKMOiB QtWOBBBttl CXptOBIOIl^ wllicll HWf ImSF 

ejes, ivben he applied iha red hod bnad to lier 



Deaf to ber entreaties, the TiDaiii seized the tvioe 
doomed womao, and, remembering Dnnstan s in- 
junctions ** to let the Tictim linger.'^cot the sinews 
of her gracefiDl limbs, mangled her bod;^, and left the 
fiuthfal, innocent heiress of Selwood, to die a linger- 
ing and a cmel death, with her Edwy*8 name opon 
her parting breath. 

The seqnel of the tale is eaailj told. The evil 
tidings soon reached the King ; he sank beneath 
the blow, and, shortly afterwards expired, lea^ii^ 
his crown and kingdom, to bis rebel brother, Edgar. 
The Chancellor retired! to Crojland ; Odo died re- 
monelessly; Glastonboij^s Abbot became Arch* 
bishopof Canterbury, without the power of Dunstan; 
for Edgar opposed Mm, and thwarted his darling 
scheme. When death fireed the world of his mon- 
strous presence, ''the Church" canonized, and 
ealmtdared him, as a saint — " Saint Dunstan/* still 
enjoys the adoration of ''the DedthfoL" 

The Lady £ifleda died broken-hearted ; and old 
Asser sleeps beside the household's grave. The 
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spirits of the innocent and persecuted fled to the 
awful courts of another world; there to record a 
dreadful accusation against the cruel Churchmen; 
and to rest until the final reckoning* 




A. Woston, 93« RooadiUy, Manohoster. 



